~ 


o 
- 
.STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum “ ped ATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Mr. Tolson . paTE: 4/10/58 
Tolson 
Boardman 
FROM : G. A. Nease — 
f\ ; Molo 
‘4 * Ne 
P arsoéfs 
Rose 
SUBJECT: : Ta 
— Trotter 


calling attention to the reviews of a new show which opened yesterday ares 
in New York entitled ''The Next President" featuring Mort Sahl, a comedian. 

It will be noted that the New York Herald Tribune quotes Sahl as stating 

"J. Edgar Hoover's new book - 'How to turn your friends in to the FBI for 

fun and profit.'"' 


a Clayton —_W 
ASAC Norman McCabe called from New ee eda 


The New York Times indicates that Sahl'is against anything 
that is solemn and pretentious and that mixing psychoanalytical patter with 
his comments on political figures, he has funny things to say about Eisenhower, 
Dulles, J. Edgar Hoover and MacArthur - all of whom are sitting ducks for 
his skeptical attitude towards the contemporary world." 


The files are being checked concerning Sahl and the New York 
Office wilt-bke advised that someone should attend this show. 
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Est N IGHT -Report== 


and li ehting by b Dae Watson ‘presented by 
Nicho eee ad 5 mmy , 
To EVE really. Sonik a ee 
way,” comedian Mort 
Sahl keeps saying as he runs 
over such triumphant develop- 
ments of the past few years as’ 
errant missiles (“it’s the perfect 
missile, it destroys itself”), | 
Je Edgar Hoover’s new book 
(“How to turn your friends in 
to the F. B. I, for fun and 
profit”), and the cabinet ac- 
tivities of a man named Wilson 
(“General Motors-may become 
vindictive and cut the govern- 
ment off without a cent”). 

And, in a way, he’s right. The 
very fact that a fast-talking 
man in a sweater can hire the 
Bijou for the night, swing right, 
left, and sideways at any politi- 
cal or social phenomenon you 
care to name, and tease people 
into laughing out loud and quite 
frequently is an indication that 
something in our society has 
begun—after too many muddy 
and fearful years —to change. 
First thing you know, irrever- 
ence will be in vogue again 
and even satire may wear its 
old outrageous and ‘becoming 
smile. 

Mr. Sahl is ‘not exactly Will 
Rogers with benzedrine, and 
he’s not exactly S. J. Perelman 
on a political kick, either. He’s 
certainly hyper, with fidgety 
fingers that keep stabbing at 
his mouth when he seems to 
be thinking, elbows that jerk 
a lot betweer spasms of dis- 
connected. reflection, an unset- 
tled mouth’ that can’t help 
twitching with pleasure when 
he’s got off a good one, and 
a habit. of clenching his teeth 
though he were 


The bulletins are r. Sahl cals 
Bs pyocess—that | 
“ rT J 
th: 
R 

d-up 
literary cliche om the ‘order 


do all his life”), and that is 
certainly related to free 
thought, free speech, and per- 
haps—in view of the fact that 
the performer dresses untidily 


and may not shave regularly—| 


free lunch. 
They deal, more or less indis- 
criminately, with evangelists 
(“the A. M. A. is not against 
faith healing, just against any 
cure that is rapid”), movies 
starring Marlon Brando (the. 
picture is about Germans who 
were confused during the war’), 
how we got our satellites up 
(we just all got together ane 
pulled, and morale improved), 
and the problem of some vet- 
erans who held up 


t warm up ve Mr. Sahl—he 


of “That’s what he wanted to 


The monologist scatters his fire, 
jand the bystander sometimes 
wonders if he oughn’t to keep 
his distance. Mr. Sahl hasn’t 
jyet learned the rather valuable, 
jand showmanly, trick ‘of mak- 
ing his customers wholly com- 
fortable while he kicks them in 
the shins. I imagine that will 
come—without sypebantial dos 
of veriom. 


3 ee AS 
“The evening also” loses, al 
sense of total‘security in the 


surrounding vaudeville. The 


banjo and 
guitar, are pleasant enough, 
they faithfully pronounce 
‘when’ as ‘whin’ in all their 
songs, and I can always stand 
to hear “He’s Gone Away” 


though, the jokes become self- 
conscious and familiar (“Does 
he live in Connecticut? ‘Only 
moderately”). A jazz trio, the 
Jimmy Giuffre 3, makes an 
assortment of noises resembling 
the fateful meeting of a tug- 
boat and a zither (one or the 
other seemed to sink), and 
though it is. mentioned - that 
Leonard Bernstein has now ex- 
plained jazz to us all, further 
explanation is in order. A bare- 
footed dan * (with Band- 
aids) is remarkable not only in 
that she can dance while they 
are not playing but. in _ she 
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Theatre: ‘N ext President’ 


Mort Sahl Throws Hat 


in the eo sa Bijou 


‘By BROOKS ATKINSON 


N°. one knows the exact 
significance of the title 
of the miniature show that 


pe 


| 


| 


| opened last evening at the 


_ Bijou. “The Next President,’ ia 
_ the program says, 

If it means t Mort. Sahl, 
the one-man tal ing-machine, 
is to be the next President, 
the idea is not far out of 
line. Check down the list of 
Presidents in your vest- 
pocket diary. Millard Fill- 
more, Franklin Pierce. Is the 
prospect of Mort Sahl so 
startling ? 

Mr. Sahl is a pleasant-look- 
ing young man with curly 
hair and regular teeth who. 
has read everything, believes’ 
none of it and talks about it 
at breakneck speed. He began 
as a saloon talker in San. 
Francisco, where he has a 
great following, and has 

| _ talked his way East to local 
_ Saloons, where enough people 
think well.enough of him to 
boost him on to the stage of 
8 small Broadway theatre, 


Peg may the one boost too 


| 


i phen evening off. ‘This 
8 


For Mr. Sahl’s conversation 


ie i ee we 
a 


sHevis ageinst anything that 
" pheeaniions, 


is soiemn = and 


% 
which gives him a wide field. 
Mixing psychoanalytical pat-_ 
ter with his comments on 
political figures, he has funny 


things to say. about Eisen- 
_hower, 


Dulles, | Edgar 
Hoover and MacArthur—all 


_ of whom are sitting ducks for 


the core of things that are 


his skeptical attitude towards 
_ contemporary. world. 


Or just Siva! tae! a sale 


Subject like the case of three 


earnest robbers trying to cope 


with a bank teller who has 


had a college education. Mr. 


Sahl manages to turn it into 


a satire on group dynamics, 
semantics, the science of 
crime detection and the cul- 


_ ture of the organization man. 


Name anything that is cur- 
rent in intellectual society and 
Mr. Sahl can make it look 
either bogus or hopeless. 
Without being smart or clev- 
er, he can manage to get to 


ridiculous, Although he tals 
», circles, his aim : unerring 


and percussion, © 


—————— 


cated level. But that is hard 


Conscience,” the same aatiris 


cal point of view that seems 
so valid in Mr. Sahl becomes 


uncomfortably contrived and 


condescending. And their au- 
thentic folk songs sound a lit- 
tle pallid, the singers are so 
fastidious. 

° 


The Jimmy Giuffre 3 jazz 
combo is also terribly refined. 
It consists of Jimmy Giuffre, 
saxophone and clarinet, Jim 
Hall, guitar, and Bob Brook- 
meyer, trombone—all of them 
educated . instrumentalists. 
Eliminating the bull fiddle 


you the abstract patterns of 
Se music with obvious skill. 


Does any one here remember d 
the Jmlgerity of Jimmy Eu-— 


rope’s uninhibited pene | ‘band? 
Jazz suitable for the drawing 


room has come a long way. 


from its untamed origi: 


. And it is to be feared that 
Anneliese Widman’s dance 


solos to jazz accompaniments 


belong in the “O, the Pain of | 
It” ‘or “O, the Joy: of Tt’ 


bracket. 

Mr. Sahl is a con 
talented satirist of 
of the egghead. But he 
his Jassociates have not 
pe the way to make hir 

ength stage entertainer, © 


they give 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Mr. Ne DATE: April 10, 1958 


FROM : M,-de) gone y 


Parsons 


supyect: STAGE SHOW, "T XT PRESIDENT" Rosen —___ 
TARRING : | Finn Lhe eee 
/ BIJOU THEATER Sones Sing i 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK mia 
: Gand 
BACKGROUND: 


The April 10, 1958, issuesof the "New York Times" and the ''New 
York Herald Tribune" both carried in the theater section a review of captioned 
show which opened last night, April 9. This is a new revive in two acts, and the 
"New York Times" review calls it a "musical salfmagundi."" Sahl is a comedian 
who ridicules well-known personages and American institutions throughout the show. 
Both reviews are rather guarded, and while they admit Sahl is quite funny and 
talented, they infer the rev'we drags a little at times and that he has not yet 
completely learned how to hold an audience. 


The "Herald Tribune" concludes its review stating: 

"In sum? The over-all enterprise is curious, a bit ratchety, 
genuinely casual and decidedly uneven. But I think you'll want, 
sooner or later, to make Mr. Sahl's acquaintance. And it's nice 
to know that improper things can once more be said in public." 


The "Times" concludes its review stating: 


"Mr. Sahl is a conspicuously talented satirist of the foibles fi 
of the egghead. But he and his associates have not yet found the way t} 
to make him a full-length stage entertainer. "' at j 


* 


ig \ 
The only mention of the Director or the Bureau in the "Times" review 
jis contained in a sentence, "Mixing psychoanalytical patter with his comments on 
political figures, he has funny things to say about Eisenhower, Dulles, J. Edgar 
Hoover and MacArthur--all of whom are sitting ducks for his skeptical attitude 


towards the contemporary world." REC. 13 sn Goby Ras) A a 
- lo oe tm 
The "Herald Tribune" review mentions the Director and the Bureau 
in the first Paraeray as follows: Cie << et tees, 
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Jones to Nease memorandum 


'tWe've really come a long way,' comedian Mort Sahl keeps 
saying as he runs over such triumphant developments of the past few 
years as errant missiles (‘its the perfect missile, it destroys itself"), 
J. Edgar Hoover's new book ('How to turn your friends in to the F. B. I. 
for fun and profit'), and the cabinet activities of a man named Wilson 
(‘General Motors may become vindictive and cut the government off 
without a cent')." 

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 
MORT SAHL: 
Bureau indices are negative on the name, Mort Sahl. 
FRANK B. NICHOLS: 


The referenced reviews indicate that ''The Next President" was 
staged and produced by Frank. B. Nichols. Nichols is not identifiable in Bufiles. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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Theatre. ‘Next Presiden 4 


ren Rei: > 


Mort Sahl Throws Hat 
in the Ring at it Bijou 


By BROtRS ATRINSON 


O ome knows the exact 
significance of the title 
| of the miniature show that 
‘opened last evening at the 
. Bijou. “The Next President,” 
' the program says. ; 
t Mort Sahl, 
g-machine, 
is to be the next President, 
the idea ig not far out of 
line. Check down the list of 
Presidents in your _vest- 
pocket diary. Millard Fill- 
more, Franklin Pierce. Is the 
P ~* Mort Sahl so 
8 
. Mr. tl is a pleasant-look- 
ing young man with curly 
hair and regular teeth who 
has read everything, believes 
none of it and talks about it 
at breakneck speed. He began 
as a saloon talker in San 
Francisco, where he has a 
t following, and has 
his way East to local 
' saloons, where enough people 
think well.enough of him to 
boost him on to the stage of 
a amall Broadway theatre. 
e 


This may be one boost too 
many. One act of Sahlism is 
stimulating. Although he does 
change his sweater for the 
second act, he changes noth- 
ing else except the subject, 
and by curtain time the 
brightness is wearing off. This 
is a problem in showmanship. 
For Mr. Sahl’s conversation 
ts fast, literate, witty and 
spontaneous. 


. He:is against anything that 
is solemn and pfetentious,, 
which gives him a wide field. 
Mixing psychoanalytical pat- 
ter with his comments on 
political figures, he has funny 
things to say about Eisen- 
hower, Dulles, J. Edgar 
Hoover and MacArthur—all 
of whom are sitting ducks for 
his skeptical attitude towards 
the contemporary world. 
a 


Or just give him a gemrra! 
subject like the case of | ree 
earnest robbers trying to cope 
with a bank teller wh is 
had a college education Mr. 
Sahl manages to turn it into 
a satire on group dynamics, 
semantics, the science of 
crime detection and the cul- 
ture of the organization man. 
Name anything that is cur- 
rent in intellectual society and 
Mr. Sahl can make it look 
either bogus or _ hopeless. 
Without being smart or clev- 
er, he can manage to get to 
the core of things that are 
ridiculous. Although he talks 
im circles, his aim is unerring. 

The management has striven 
te build around him a casual 
little show that harmonizes 
with his style on a sophisti- 


on on 
es | ae 


‘cated level. But that is hard 


to do. When the Polk. Lge 
begin the program with 
“Chorus of the Collective 
Conscience,” the same satiri- 
cal point of view that seems 
so valid in Mr. Sahl becomes 
uncomfortably contrived and 
condescending. And their au- 
thentic folk songs sound a lit- 
tle pallid, the singers are so 
fastidious. 
e 


The Jimmy Giuffre 3 jazz 
combo ig also terribly refined. 
It consists of Jimmy Giuffre, 
saxophone and c Jim 
Hall, guitar, and Bob k- 
meyer, trombone—all of them 
educated prcnret wy ton 
Eliminating the bull 
and percussion, they give 
you the abstract patterns of 
jazz music with obvious skill. 
Does any one here remember 
the vulgarity of Jimmy Eu- 
rope’s uninhibited jazz band? 
Jazz suitable for the drawing 
room has come a long way 
from its untamed origins. 
And it is to be feared that 
Anneliese Widman’s dance 
solos to jazz accompaniments 
belong in the “‘O, the Pain of 
It” or “O, the Joy of It” 
bracket. 

Mr. Sahl is a conspicuously 
talented satirist of the foibles 


of the egghead. But he and | 


his associates have not yet | 
found the way to make him a 
full-length stage entertainer. 


The Cast | 
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—=}IRST Night REPpoRT=== 


WALTER KERR 
‘The Next President’ 


BIJOU THEATER 

A new revue in two acts starring Mort 
Sahl, sta os by Frank B. Nichols, settings 
and lighting by Lee Wetson, presented by 
Mr. ‘ghting Peters The Jimmy Giuffre 
3, The are ‘Bingers and Anneliese Widman. 
66 E’VE really come a long 

way,” comedian Mort 

Sahl keeps saying as he runs 
over such triumphant develop- 
‘ments of the past few years as 
errant missiles (“it’s the perfect 
missile, it destroys itself”), 
J. Edgar Hoover’s new book 

(“How to turn your friends in 
to the F. B. I. for fun and 
profit”), and the cabinet ac- 
tivities of a man named Wilson 
(“General Motors may become 
. vindictive and cut the govern- 
ment off without a cent”). 

And, in a way, he’s right. The 
very fact that a fast-talking 
man in a sweater can hire the 
Bijou for the night, swing right, 
left, and sideways at any politi- 
cal or. social phenomenon you 
care to name, and tease people 
into laughing.out loud and quite 
frequently is an indication that 
something in our society has 
begun—after too many muddy 
and fearful years —to change. 
First thing you know, irrever- 
ence will be in vogue again, 
and even satire may wear its 
old outrageous and becoming 


e. 

Mr. Sahl is not exactly Will 
Rogers with benzedrine, and 
he’s not exactly S. J. Perelman 
on a political kick, either. He’s 
certainly hyper, with fidgety 
fingers that keep stabbing at 
his mouth when he seems to 
be thinking, elbows that jerk 
a lot between spasms of dis- 
connected reflection, an unset- 
tled mouth* that can’t help 
twitching with pleasure when 
he’s got off # good one, and 
a habit of clenching his teeth 
fitfully as though he were 
grinding up something, or some 
‘one, in. for the next 
news 


The bulletins are shot out in 
a process that Mr. Sahl calls 
“free association” (meaning 
that a line like ‘He was a real 
Russian spy” will be imme- 
diately followed by a choked-up 
literary cliche om the order 
of “That’s what he wanted to 
do all his life’), and that is 
certainly related to free, 
thought, free speech, and per- 
naps—in view of the fact that 
the performer dresses untidily 
and may not shave regularly— 
free lunch. 

They deal, more or less indis- 
‘criminately, with evangelists 
\(“the A. M. A. is not against 
‘faith healing, just against any 
‘cure that is rapid”), movies 
starring Marlon Brando (“the 
picture is about Germans who 
were confused during the war’), 
how we got our satellites up! 
(we just all got together and’ 
pulled, and morale improved), 
and the problem of some vet- 
erans who held up a bank but 
discovered that they were the 
possessors of thousands of 
marked pennies. 

Does every burst of small-' 
shot work? No. It takes time 
to warm up to Mr. Sahl---he 


plahate into a two-hour show 
as though he were limited to 
night-club time—and even 
after. you’ve warmed up, there’s 
a certain defensive edginess 
out front—as though you were 
hoping to get out of the thea- 
ter before he turned on you. 
The monologist scatters his fire, 
and the bystander sometimes 
wonders if he oughn’t to keep 
his distance. . Sahl hasn’t 
yet learned the rather valuable, 
and showmanly, trick of mak- 
ing his customers wholly com- 
fortable while he kicks them in 
the shins. I imagine that will 
come—without substantial loss 
of venom. 
* * 


The also loses a 
sense of total ‘security in the 
surrounding vaudeville. The 
Folk Singers, a group of eight 
accompanied by banjo and 
guitar, are pleasant enough, 
they faithfully pronounce 
‘when’ as ‘whin’ in all their 
songs, and I can always stand 
to hear “He’s Gone Away” 
another time. When they en- 
gage in a kind of pseudo- 


Kenneth Fearing verse chorale, 


though, the jokes become self- 
conscious and familiar (“Does 
‘he live in ‘Connecticut? Only 
moderately”). A jazz trio, the 
Jimmy Giuffre 3, makes an 
assortment of noises resembling 
the fateful meeting of a tug- 
boat and-a zither (one or the 
other seemed to sink), and 
though it is mentioned that 
Leonard Bernstein has now ex- 
plained jazz to us all, further 
explanation is in order. A bare- 
footed dan Yr (with Band- 
aids) is remarkable not only in 
that she can dance while they 
are not playing but in that she 
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Mort Sahl in “The Next 
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»y \p Colonel ABELs Bohemian friends knew he was a Russian spy from the very 
4% 


jy The above two incidents are the only mention of Director J. 
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- Office po nee oe ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO + ~~“: DIRECTOR, FBI eae: N/A 
ATT: CRIME RECORDS 


SUBJ ‘n (, 
BIJOU THEATRE, NEW YORK CITY ~~ i) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING ee COO 

JA OKI AAI LE 


AAALAC eT EINE CT TID 


Re NY telcal to Bureau and Bureau telcal on 4/10/58 
instructing that an agent attend captioned show and report details. fo 

"The Next President" is classified in press and on posters as 
a musical comedy. It could be more aptly characterized as a monologue 


supported or interspersed with a group of Folk Singers and the Jimmy 
Giuffre 3, a three piece band. The stage is bare, i.e., deyoi4 of either 
props or scenery. 

The monologist and star of the show is - For each 


scene he enters on to the stage carrying a news paper purporting to read 
from the respective headlines. SAHL in a satiric vein talks rapidly about 
events of current interest. During this monologue he speaks about events 
and people of importance and prominence, without restraint and in an jf 
unbridled manner, At one point he mentions the new book "Masters of Deceit" / 
by J. EDGAR HOOVER of the FBI, he recommends the book to all since it has 
considerable merit in telling one how to turn your friends in to the FBI 
for fun and profit. In his patter, SAHL talks about Colonel ABEL, the 
Greenwich Village Bohemian who was a Russian spy for six years vefere the 
FBI caught him. Continuing on this event much is stated about how all 


y ©) beginning. 


EDGAR HOOVER and the FBI. Although there is a format, it is believed that 
the patter of monologist MORTON SAHL may vary some from show to show. 


“ehh & > 
There were many empty seats at the show, Todate it has not)\b been 
well attended. If the present attendance does not improve, it ~~ % 

this show will have to close down. ra bu 4 is WY: 


Diy m 
The show\is produced by ee CHOLS. afele LT LAY Qf, -. 3s we 

disclose no information identifiable with either FRANK B, NICHOLSyor \¢ - 
MORT SAHL. Enclose th this letter is f program and  . news paper - ey Qt | 
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THE FIRST PART: THE STATUS QUO 


THE CHORUS OF COLLECTIVE CONSCIENCE ....... THE FOLK SINGERS 
David Allen, Erik Darling, Robin Howard, Dylan Todd, 


Mary Allin Travers, Donald Vogel, Stan Watt, Caroly Wilcox 
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“The Train and the River’ 
“That’s the Way It Is” 
“The Swamp People” 
“The Next President” 
“Forty-Second Street” 
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5. “Gotta Dance” 
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THE SECOND PART: A BRAND NEW ATTITUDE WITH 
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| FLY UNITED’S DC-7 CUSTOM COACH 


S688 8 8 BS B B BB LC Monin, 


Budget fares on the nation’s fastest airliner, nonstop to California and 

| Chicago. Complimentary hot meals. New comfort seating arrangement. GAISRES 

} ® 
Credits 


Sound by Masque Engineering Company. Lighting 
equipment by Century Lighting. Draperies by Novelty 
Scenic Studios, Inc. Telephone equipment by New 
York Telephone Company. Pipes by Alfred Dunhill. 
Clothes by Best and Co. Additional men’s clothes by 
Chipp, Inc. 


STAFF FOR FRANK B. NICHOLS 


General Manager ......... Richard Horner 
Company Manager ............. Norman Maibaum 
General Press Representative ........ Arthur Cantor 
Press Representatives ............. Ted Goldsmith, 
Gertrude Kirschner 
Production Stage Manager ....... Robert Livingston 
Vocal. Coach) Aa) Se. Shree E 6 oa ea Dave Lambert 
Master Electricianinys'eh cies os elec care Pierce Hodgins 


STAFF FOR BIJOU THEATRE 


Managing Director ........ Louis A. Lotito 
HAOUSe: Manager i/o %.6.075 hea os tices s ~ Elliot Foreman 
MAS ORG. care ttre ats ce edare Mieyukese wcsteser eta Edward Lynch 
ASSISTAMNG PTOASUTOR 66.65) 6:0'0 o:'c eraje-wbseiere Abe Baranoff 
ie, Master’ Carpenter sic cet eek Charles DeVerna 
er Masteri ElEGtriciancs © cc ie.cs ioiere: «a 'wieleeaetete Harry Gorta 
ed Master of Properties ............... Frank DeVerna 
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«Getting there | GO CUNARD 
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Is half the fun " ...to ALL EUROPE. Widest choice of accommodations, sailings, and ships 
c's ... including the Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary, 
all : world’s largest superliners by far. 
23 a eee gre 
OP cy stacey a F See your local 
ew fries i | } Travel Agent. 
ty Plate Glass 


Who’s Who in 


MORT SAHL 


Mort Sahl is thirty years old, which, as he 
puts it, is equivalent to crashing the sound 
barrier. He is from California, is a grad- 
uate of the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia (1950, B.S.; major, public adminis- 
tration; minor, civil engineering). Artic- 
ulate, an omnivorous reader, he started 
out wanting to be (still wants to be) a 
writer, wrote four one-act plays that were 
produced in Los Angeles, wrote one un- 
published novel, a lot of unpublished short 


the Cast 


stories, even wrote an oratorio for Stan 
Kenton, the bandleader and jazz musician. 
Sahl’s first experience as a performer came 
in 1953 in a nightclub called the hungry i 
(correct spelling) in North Beach, San 
Francisco. A very bohemian place. He 
stayed eight months, building up a follow- 
ing as devoted as those of his two fellow 
San Franciscoans, Joe Di Maggio and 
Herb Caen. He has, in the intervening 
five years, performed in nightclubs all over 
America—notably, Mister: ‘Kelly's in Chi- 
cago, the Blue Angel and the Village Van- 
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24 W. 55 ST. JU 6-5950 


13 EAST 55TH + PL 3-7296 


\ CONTINENTAL CUISINE OF DISTINCTION 
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DINNER 
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Chesapeake | pe | 


. DINNERS 
Parking after 6 


Ho $e 1s 


191 MADISON AVENUE at dish STREET 


guard in New York. Television audiences 


have seen him on the Steve Allen Show 
and the Jack Paar Show. He is heard two 
nights a week on radio on NBC's Night 
Line. The staple of his appearances has 
always been his gift for “free association 
comedy.” He has no set act. He has a 
rough idea of what he is going to say, 
but depends on a combination of his own 
articulate personality with a near-total 
recall. His routines vary from night to 
night, depending on the nature of the 
day’s news, the mood of the audience, 
and the direction of Sahl’s cascading 
stream of consciousness. The New Yorker 
Magazine has described him as “the non- 
conformist’s nonconformist” who “speaks 
at top speed a language that is a unique 
cross between a philology paper and the 
argot of modern jazz.” His hobbies in- 
clude hi-fi and sports cars, and he is articu- 
late in the lingo of these and many other 
worlds. 


THE JIMMY GIUFFRE 3 


The Giuffre trio consists of Jimmy Giuffre 
on the clarinet; Jim Hall, guitarist; and 
Bob Brookmeyer, trombonist. Since Octo- 


ber, 1956, they have been headlining in 
such nightclubs as Zardi’s in Los Angeles, 
Boston's Storyville, Detroit’s Rouge 
Lounge, Chicago’s Modern Jazz Room, 
Pittsburgh’s Midway Lounge, and the Bo- 
hemia and the Village Vanguard in New 
York. The March, 1958, issue of Metro- 
nome Magazine hails them as “the rhythm 
section-less group currently standing jazz 
on its ear.” Their records include “The 
Train and the River,’ the original jazz 
album of The Music Man and the forth- 
coming Atlantic release, ‘Travelin’ Light.” 
Jimmy Giuffre is a native of Dallas who 
acquired a Bachelor of Music Degree from 
North Texas State College and continued 
his studies in composition with Wesley La 
Viollette in Los Angeles. He played with 
Boyd Raeburn’s band and _ the Woody 
Herman aggregation before forming his 
own combination. Jim Hall is a Cleve- 
lander who studied at the Cleveland Insti- 
tute of Music and strummed his guitar 
with Chico Hamilton’s band before join- 
ing the Giuffre group. Bob Brookmeyer 


learned his sharps and flats at the Conserv- 
atory of Music in his home town, Kansas 


City. He is an alumnus of the Stan Getz 
and Gerry Mulligan bands. 
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-®Chester H. Roth Co., Inc., @& 200 Madison Ave., N. Y.16. 


THE KING IS BACK 


EMPIRE ROOM 


| presents 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 


THE INCOMPARABLE STAR OF ALL TIME 


At Dinner—10 p.m. eed Tuesday, Wednesday 
Two shows—9:30 and 12:15— hursday, Friday, Saturday 


Emil Coleman and his Orchestra 
Bcla Babai “King of the Gypsies” and his orchestra 


: WALDORF - ASTORIA 


Park Avenue « 49th to 50th Streets . ELdorado 5-3000 
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Theatre Dinner—$4.50 
Dinner. After Theatre Supper 


CHAUNCEY GRAY 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
QUINTERO 
AND HIS RHUMBA BAND 
JANI SARKOZI 
AND HIS VIOLIN 


Closed Mondays 


FORMERLY THE AMBASSADOR 
PARK AVE., 51 ST. + PL 5-1000 


HAROLD P. BOCK, GENERAL MANAGE 
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10 W. 55TH ST. BROOKLYN: 2015 CHURCH AVE. 


BEACH 


THE FOLK SINGERS 


Erik Darling, Robin Howard, Dulan 
Todd, Mary Allin Travers, Donald 
Vogel, Stan Watt, Caroly Wilcox. 


The Folk Singers, balladiers and trouba- 
dors, have all worked up considerable 
mileage folk-singing their way across the 
land. David Allen has sung with the bands 
of Jack ‘Teagarden, Van Alexander, Boyd 
Raeburn and Bob Chester. He recently re- 
corded an album of Jerome Kern songs 
for World Pacific Records. Erik Darling 
has appeared with the Tarriers on The 
Ed Sullivan Show, at the Village Van- 
guard, and at the Palace. Robin Howard 
replaced Geraldine Page in the London 
company of The Rainmaker and has sung 
at the Gate of Horn in Chicago and 
L’Abbaye in Paris. Dylan Todd has ap- 
peared on the Garry Moore Show and 
the Ernie Kovacs Show, as well as in 
nightclubs from Miami to San Francisco. 
Mary Allin Travers has concertized with 
Pete Seeger and has made numerous 
records. Donald Vogel toured for Colum- 
bia Artists after making his début in Me- 
notti’s Amahl and the Night Visitors. Stan 
Watt received his theatrical initiation at 
the Pittsburgh Playhouse and has ap- 
peared on Kraft, Studio One and other 
leading television shows. Caroly Wilcox 
has varied her folk-singing with assign- 
ments as a dance teacher and as a recrea- 
tional director for social-service agencies. 


ANNELIESE WIDMAN 


Anneliese Widman was born in Pforzheim 
near the Alsatian border of Germany. She 


grew up in New York, majoring in drama 
at Hunter College. She made her profes- 
sional début in a USO company touring 
European Army bases in Up in Central 
Park and has appeared on Broadway in A 
Flag Was Born, Bless You All, Flahooley 
and The Golden Apple. She has danced for 
the past two years with the City Center 
Opera Company and has given solo recit- 
als at the Henry Street Settlement and the 


Y.M.H.A. 


FRANK B. NICHOLS 
Producer and Director 


As producer and director Mr. Nichols has 
been associated with three outstanding 
clarinetists—Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman 


27 


oP EEVES y/ 


Suiting the season . . . a clever combination 
of pin-checked and plain Reevecord. The 
look? As fresh as the fabric itself. And this 
combed cotton baby cord stays fresh 
washing after washing. Here, tailored by 
Sloat. In blue, tan, turquoise or yellow. 
Sizes 8 to 18. About $25. 


At Lord & Taylor, New York 
Fabric by REEVES BROTHERS Inc., New York 18. 
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— Go Quickly... 


First Race 1:15 PM 
Double Closes 1:05 PM 
Gen‘l Adm. $1.95 


(tax incl.) 


} 
SPECIAL TRAINS: Penn. Station from 10:45 A.M. (Sats.— 
10:30) Flatbush Ave,, Brooklyn, 10:35 A.M. BY CAR: via Belt 
Parkway to New York Blvd. exit or Van Wyck Expressway to 
Rockaway Blvd. exit, BY SUBWAY: 6th & 8th Ave. (Ind.) E 
and F trains to Parsons Blvd. Station, Jamaica. Bus to track, 


THOROUGHBRED RACING ON LONG ISLAND 


Dinner and Supper Dancing 
No Minimum 
Cover from 9 P.M. 


™ STATLER HILTON 


NEW YORK 


7th Ave. and 33rd St, PEnn 6-5000 


and Jimmy Giuffre. He started out in the 
entertainment world directing Shaw in 
the Old Gold Show on radio, then pro- 
duced a vaudeville unit to serve as vehicle 
for bringing Goodman to the stage of the 
nation’s leading film odeons. More recent- 
ly he has managed the destinies of The 
Jimmy Giuffre 3, the cool combo whose 
Mort 
Sahl’s monologues in The Next President. 


distinctive rhythms supplement 
Nichols first became acquainted with Sahl 
two years ago at the hungry i in San Fran- 
cisco, and has been managing his career 
ever since. During the course of the past 
five years Nichols has produced some 
eighty-six commercial and religious films 
for television. These shows include Look 
Up and Live and Frontiers of Faith, spon- 
sored by the National Council of Churches 
and the Union of Hebrew Congregations. 


DIRECTOR, FBI 4/14/58 
ATT: CRIME RECORDS 


SAC, NEW YORK (94-new) 


“THE NEXT PRESIDENT" 
A MUSICAL COMEDY 
BIJOU THEATRE, NEW YORK CITY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Re NY telcal to Bureau and Bureau telcal on 4/10/58 
instructing that an agent attend captioned show and report details. 


"The Next President" is classified in press and on posters as 
a musical comedy. It could be more aptly characterized as a monologue 
supported or interspersed with a group of Folk Singers and the Jimmy 
Giuffre 3, a three piece band. The stage is bare, i.e., devoid of either 


props or scenery. 


The monologist and star of the show is MORTON SAHL. For each 
scene he enters on to the stage carrying a newspaper purporting to read 
from the respective headlines. SAHL in a satiric vein talks rapidly about 
events of current interest. During this monologue he Speaks about events 
and people of importance and prominence, without restraint and in an 
unbridled manner, At one point he mentions the new book "Masters of Deceit" 
by J. BDGAR HOOVER of the FBI, he recommends the book to all since it has 
considerable merit in telling one how to turn your friends in to the FBI 
for fun and profit. In his patter, SAHL talks about Colonel ABEL, the 


The above two incidents are the only mention of Director J, 
EDGAR HOOVER and the FBI. Although there is a format » it is believed that 
the patter of monologist MORTON SAHL may vary some from show to show, 


There were many empty seats at the show. Todate it has not been 
well attended. If the present attendance does not improve » it is felt that 
this show will have to close down. 


The show is produced by FRANK B. NICHOLS. The indices of NYO 
disclose no information identifiable with either FRANK B, NICHOLS or 
MORT SAHL. Enclosed with this letter is a program and three news paper 
views. /) 
| AfAlely 
’ eau (Encs +) 7 { /j 
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: Sahl is not exactly Will pas 
|Roge: / with benzedrine, and |é 
he's ae 3 elman| Wonders if he oughn’t to keep | 


on for the next accompanied by banjo an 
_ /|Suitar, are Pleasant enough, 


|free lunch, 
| They deal, more or less indis-| other Seemed to sink), 
tely, with evangelists 


markéd pennies, 
every burst of Smallainice to know that nproper 

wi No. It takes tim things can once mo be said 
° warm up ‘to Mr. Sahl—h in public, 


CLIPPING FROM THE 
mw. vy. \.Y. TIMES 


x PORVARI"D RY Ny DIVISION 


O NOT FoRrAnnUD BY NY DIVISION 


a 


a 
™ STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO DATE: April iS, 1958 
iv Tolson = 2 
Oy Boardm 
FROM 4 fA ein ee 
Neas 
Parson 
SUBJECT: [ N17 Rosen 
MUS ICAL COMEDY pirnencee 
BIJOU THEATER —— Room —_ 
NEW YORK CITY | eee ae 


"The Next President" recently opened at the Bijou Theater at 
New York. While classified as a musical comedy, it appears to be more of a 
monologue supported by a small musical combination and some folk singers. 
The star of the show is Morton Sahl. 


The newspaper reviews of this show contained quotations trae he 
Sahl's monologue making reference to the Director. He was quoted at one 
point as mentioning ''Masters of Deceit'' and recommended the book to one and 
[au since it had considerable ‘merit: in telling one how to turn your friends in to 
the FBI for fun and profit. Based on such comments, the New York Office was 
telephonically instructed on April 10, 1958, to have an Agent attend this 
production. 


By letter dated April 14, 1958, New York advised that an Agent 
had attended this play, and the comments from the New York Office were much 
along the same line as those contained in the newspaper reviews. The most 
significant comment from New York was that this show was playing to many 
empty seats, and it was their opinion that unless the attendance improved 
measurably, the show would be forced to dose. Bureau and New York indices 
were negative concerning Sahl, as well as the producer Frank B. Nichols. The 
theater program mentions that Sahl is 30 years old and is a graduate of the University 
of Southern California. In addition to:\being a monologist, he © also has written 
plays and short stories. He became rather prominent playing in Bohemian-type 
night spots in San Francisco, and he has also appeared in Chicago and New/York. 
At the present time, Sahl appears wo +; a week on the National Broad ing 
Company's Night Line" radio program. YW 4p f2- 

A _ 

Frank ichols is primarily a radio and television producer and an 

shows have included "Look and Live'' and ''Frontiers of Faith. "' 
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shortly, and it is not felt that any good would come of con 
about the references to the Director in Sahl's monologue, | 


os —— BOM AY 15 1958 (See reo Le 


JTM: cag (3) 


Jones to Nease memorandum 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that no action be taken in this matter, but that 
the New York papers be followed closely in order to determine if and when this 
play will close. If it appears that this play is to have other than a very short 
duration, appropriate recommendations will be made as to contacting the producer. 
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Re: Mort Sahl 

You will recall that Sahl 
in a review entitled "The Next President" 


which was _snow tits on cities Sahl took a 


swipe or Gro at ‘he Director: in his monologuee 


poely Kidgellen' s column today 
| (attacnea) nga onf&tnet Sahl's opus closed. 
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Dorathy Kilgallen: ; is 
Bells Are Ringing Like Crazy 


NEW YORK—The local an-/him close to $20,000, and Uncle/Censor Board, finally has re- 


swering services, so well ad-/Sam is pressing hard for two 
vertised in the Broadway musi- years’ back taxes. One of his 
cal “Bells Are Ringing,” are/associates appears to be guilty 


established out-|marry one of his best pals. 


Kilgallen 


Bob Hope was the most fa- 4 
.Mous as well as most enthu- ae home vere ae 


ceived permission to open 
with an “adults only” policy. 


s 
Mrotter 2. 
Gilevtonac 
| Tele. Room 
Holloman 
Gandy 


major pricejand to top it all, Mort is bitter}with prostitution to be okayed. 
war. Even long-/over his former wife’s plans tolin the Windy City. 


It’s been 15 years since the 


Siastic member of the audience : : 
applauding Miyoshi Umeki at banned by the Chicago Police 


the Blue Angel the other night, | _———s 
Quiz question: Why do the 

“Angel” ads bill the Academy 

Award winner merely as “Mi- 

yoshi’? 


CAB DRIVERS on the late 
night beat report a new men- 
ace—female muggers .. . Co- 
median Mort Sahl is suffering 
acutely from a batch of woes 
“ag a Pali it hard for 

m to be funny. His RBroad- 
Way Strow, which flopped, cost 
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Trotter 

The Broadway comedian Morton Sahl has, on occasions inthe fic, hoon - 
past, taken some severe cracks at the Director and the Bureau, as well as ae “es 
the President and the Vice President. ye tee 


I thought you would be interested in reading JaothOrBrian! s 
column of last Friday, May 23, which tears Sahl apart and certainly aptly tags 
him for his soreheadedness. This column appeared in the ''Northern Virginia Sun."' 
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NEW YORK (INS) — George 
Gobel’s last show of the season 
droned away in so-so style. 

Gobel, too, sank to the Tru- 
jillo-Venezuela tropicality, whose 
only resemblance to the treas- 
ured old brand of Will Rogers 
political impudence is in swing- 
|ing jokes at a current event. 
Only this way the jokes are 
swung by the neck... 

There was real and wise com- 
ie spirit in Will Rogers, not just 
shallow gag-writing ... 

Mort Sahl tried again on the 
“Tonight” show (which sure 
needs Jack Paar more than ever) 
and proved he is not so much an 
angry young man as resentful, 
probably of his lack of true com- 
ic spirit... 

Used to be a radio gent in our 
hometown of Buffalo named Joe 
‘Wesp, whose approach to the 
news was sort of detached and 

wise and the tone of his voice 
made his analysis of the news 
exactly what he was called: “The 
Ironic Reporter”... 

There also was a fine old gent 
in our home burg by the name 
of John D. Wells, another wise 
and ironically gentle man who 
took an amused spectator’s atti- 
ture toward the news, and knew 


~~ how to have fun with it... 


His most devastatingly cruel 
shaft was aimed at a popular 


crooner of his radiocasting day, 


about whom John D. Welts waxed 
sadly: “There was a plot today 
to kidnap Rudy Vallee, -but some 


darned fool circumvented it.” 
Xe * * 


OF COURSE, the Mort Sahls- 


seek their targets in geopolitics. 
It’s always a cinch Sahl will 
-have something harshly imperti- 


nent to garble about Ike or Nixon. 
or John Edgar Hoover which 


Sahl likes to think proves cour- 


age, and we do not mean just se- 


lecting such Washington folk as 


Jack O'Brian 


Critic Critical: 


Of News Critic 


—, 


| 


targets, for they are pkernite| 
and therefore open to humor and 
wit * . . 


Precisely, why NBC _ sought 
Mort Sahl as its.voice of modern 
wit or humor in Sunday’s “Wide, 
Wide World” telecast is slightly 
amusing ... 


His attitude is what is called 
“offbeat” but his reaction to al- 
most everything is negative, or 
else he doesn’t discuss it; and his 
absolutely-to-be anticipated com- , 
ments on any subject make him 
a sort of comic reactionary who 
seldom leaves his chosen field of 
soreheadedness, 


On the subject of using Nixon’s 
misfortunes in South America as 
the peg to hang gags on, you 
somehow get the idea from the | 
Sahls and others commenting 
purportedly humorously or wit- 
tily thereupon, that some degree 
of satisfaction should be taken 
out of the fact that the Vice- 
President of the United States 
was attacked... 

The great old political wits— 
always Will Rogers must be men- 
tioned as the show business ex- 
ample—did not use freedom of 
speech as a coverup for freedom | 
of bad taste, poor judgment. 


Bob Hope, for instance, is a 
gent with an Eisenhower-golfing 
joke always at the ready, and no 
one resents it... not if it’s 
funny... 

Sahl seems to urge his audi- 
ence to admire him just for be- 
ing a comedy delinquent, adult. 
in his selection of topical targets, | 
but juvenile in his taste and man- 
ner, please note | 


orthern Virginia Sun 
Arlington, Virginia 
May 23, 1958 
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Thank you so much for your letter z 
of June 20. I am delighted to know that you are so 2 
willing to come to our defense. In answer te your i 
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Mr. H 
Miss Gandy ------ 


Dear Edgar: 
I, too, was 80 happy to visit with you 


and particularly to see you looking 80 well. My le 
spirits always get a lift after I have been with | 6 


you. 
disturbed over the 


I was very much 
hire Sunday News and I 


editorial in the New Hamps 
could not follow your admonition not to "bother 


General Sarnoff with this.'' In my opinion it is 
terribly important that he know of these things. 

As a result, I have taken it up with him and he 

was irritated and disturbed that such a thing could 
have happened on NBC and is taking immediate action 
to find the facts. I am sure you will hear from 


him before long. pa 
NOT RECORDED 


You and I know that poagnoff is 
a great American and opposes with fervor Communists 
and Pro-Conmunists. As for myself, Iam getting a 
d of these snide remarks, 


littie sick and tire 
supposedly humorous, heaping ridicule on the FBI 
and on you. I am familiar with this tactic and 
I know it for what it is. I have an idea who ee 
that "comedian" referred to in the editorial might 
Do you have 


be but I would like to be sure of it. 
his name? We must do something about this 
As These people 


devious line of attack upon the FB | 
J eel 2W>¢= OPE, 
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CHAMBERS OF 
JUDGE IRVING R. KAUFMAN 


are getting clever in that they believe that 

an attack of ridicule rather than a direct 

frontal attack is just as devastating. It spreads 
disrespect for the law by causing people to 

laugh at the FBI - the greatest law enforcement 
agency the world has ever known. 


I certainly would like to talk with 
you about this a little more fully because it is 
a problem which has to be met and I do believe 
it will be recurrent. 


With warm regards, | 
i 


Sincerely yours, 


Hon. J.Edgar Hoover @ 

Director, Federal Bureau auf man) 
of Investigation = =<... en 

U.S.Department of Justice 

Washington 25, D.C. 
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Date: 5/23/58 


Transmit the following in ' 
(Type in plain text or code) 


Vig AIRTEL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


eee ae a ee 
ae ae ae ae 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
Qa FROM: . SAC, NEW YORK 


S 
SUBJECT: MORT SAHL 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


My. Roset 2 
Mr. Tamm__—_ 
Mr. Trotter_._.. 
Mr. Clayton 


h Tele, Room. 
i Mr. Holloman_.. 


Miss Gandy. 


weno pretence ne seene meee rmenaen: § 


Information received that MORT SAHL will appear 


on Dave Garroway's show, Sunday, May 25, next. This 
apparently refers to the "Wide Wide World" program on 
NBC. 


NYO will monitor this program and advise the Bureau 
of any pertinent comments made by SAHL concerning the 
Bureau. 


POWERS 


17 al 
“") gq MAY 27 1958 


ee wae 
Gy Bureau 
l- New York 
NHM:mel | WiLL 
eu et 
Adpeds IN ¢ : P| We 1 OW ca ee Mo Pet 


Special Agent in Charge 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memora.idum ° UNITED STAT: »s GOVERNMENT 


TO: Mr. Nee ) DATE: 8-22-58 yy 
Wie: 
FROM : M. i a tl wih - 


7 svsject: MORTON SAHL ate” 
( AND NIGHT CLUB ENTERTAINER 
Tele. Room 
The Director inquired for background information on ae 
Morton Sahl and whether or not we had written Judge Irving Kaufman concerning £9 
Sahl was the star of a musical comedy entitled "The Next President" 
which opened in New York City in April. In the show he mentioned the Director's book, 


"Masters of Deceit, '' and recommended the book to all since it had considerable-merit 
in telling one hc how yw to turn your friends in to the FBI for fun and profit, An Agent from 


Oss? 


Pager ic il 


The theater program stated that Sahl is 30 years old, a graduate of the University of 
Southern California and has written plays and short stories in addition to being a 
monologist. He became rather prominent playing in Bohemian-type night spots in 

San Francisco. He previously had appeared in Chicago and New York. At the time he 
was appearing t two nights | a week on the NBC's s "Night Live" radio program. (94-51223-3) 


En =e EE 


+e ue atone Te 


It was learned during the middle of May that "The Next President," 
starring Sahl, had closed. (94-51223-4) 


From time to time Sahl has taken cracks at the President as well as ve 

|viee 1 President. He appeared on Dave Garroway's show on May 25, however, he did not 
mention the Director or the Bureau. (94-51223-5 and 6) 

Judge Irving Kaufman, by letter of July 1, 1958, forwardedtothe ~ / 

Director a copy of a long letter which Mr. Robert W. Sarnoff of NBC had sent to 
Mr. William Loeb, newspaper publisher of Manchester, New Hampshire, concerning Shi. 
Loeb's paper had previously run an editorial entitled "Sarnoff and the FBI" in its June 8 
issue. This editorial pertained to the Jack Paar Show on which Sahl participated. Sahl 

|| did a skit depicting the fictitious capture of a Russian spy by the FBI in Greenwich 

| Village. The skit was yytavoreble to the FBI. REC- 75 2 Ba 42nd dt? 


Previously, on June 20, 1958, Judge pyre a otedtd Pirector that he 
had complained to Mr. Sarnoff about the program and the Director would probably be 
pao from Sarnoff. This letter was acknowledged on Jung.26,, and. 
the Director was glad that he was so willing to come to the FBI's defe 


my Chy + ~ ‘" 
5 q OL) ko jie 


ce" eta 5 | nud . 

MAJ :marh /,(4) | SENT DIRECTOR | / “Vn 
AJ { 

{vv Lf - 23-59 bi 


M. A. Jones to Mr. Ne. 2 Memorandum 


letter of July 1 was acknowledged on July 8.. He was told that Sahl's humor in this 
instance "surely was in poor taste, to say the least." (94-4-5046-188 and 189) 


The Director heard from Robert Sarnoff under date of June 30 
| concerning this same matter. He was thanked by communication of July 3. 
(77-17509-6) 


Other references in Bufiles deal with Sahl's appearance in "'The 
Next President" and his statement about "Masters of Deceit," 4° PEePGes TE 
PARmeove: ; 
Based on identifying data no arrest record on Sahl was located in the 
|tites of the Identification Division. Two Army fingerprint cards, one civil service 
card and two applicant cards on one Maren Lrititihl ware located. These showed 
he was born on May Li, 1027 in Montreal, Canada; was a Private in the enlisted 
reserve corps in Los Angeles, California, on May 18, 1944, and was inducted 
into the Army as a Private at Los Angeles in August 22, 1944, serial number 
39598404. The civil service prints were the last received. These concerned an 
application for position of substitute carrier in South Gate, California, and showed 
his residence as 8625 State Street, South Gate, California. This was received on 
May 1, 1951. 


Kaufman correspondence attached. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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' to plug a new car on the promise the car company would buy 
_@ flock of commercials ... The car bought exacty ONE one- 


» tonight will be a razor safe for 
-losing candidates—an electric 


Jack OBtan’ Tihews 
Charlie's Mail 
Must Go Thru! 


Jack Paar’s first H’wood show was 

a dandy ... Bob Hope was funny, and 
projected a subtle quality he doesn’t 
have time for in his own TV shows— 
humility ...Hy Averback seemed to 
genuinely resent Hope’s “nose” jokes 
... Paar’s tailoring improved in 
H’wood, Adolphe Menjou should be 
pleased to learn ... Charlie Weaver’s 
mother was an 80-year-old doll... 
We hate to have Charley’s “letters” 
Jack O’Brian © chopped off for commercials . .. Espe- 
cially in a show traditionally desperate for good jokes 
... Barbara Heller was very funny ... Ben Blue wasn’t; 


- and he seemed to resent Paar... Jack called his mid- 
» night frolic “cheap” but we can’t agree; “inexpensive” 
is the far better description ,.. True test of a comic is 


sincere laughter from another and Charlie Weaver made Hope 


howl... Oscar Levant with Jack tomorrow night... Jack 


Paar told us he is mad at a glib press agent who got Paar 


minute spot spiel. 
* * * 7 
BRITISH TV HAS A “21” PROBLEM over there: London 
contestant Stanley Armstrong advised the network and the 
British Attorney General that he’d been fed tips on queries... 


There’s a big rumor around that the quiz-fix fracas will have 
a perjury indictment from the grand jury ... With regular 
network radio flailing, there’s talk of an FM (Frequency Modu- 
lation radio skein... Nat King Cole will be Roy Campanella’s 
radio guest tomorrow night . 

. » » Ch. 7’s election coverage 


job. 
* * * 

BISHOP SHEEN WILL BE 
ON Ch. 11 tonight at 7:15 
“live” to talk about Pope John. 
Sill... Ch. 2's premiere to~ 
night is “The Invisible Man,” 
good election night title ... 
“Cimarron City” is miles better 
than its TV ratings, which 
should grow ... Florence Lus- 
tig, who designed some of TV’s 
tastiest togs for miladies of the 
lens*for years, discovered when 
she moved to Palm Beach no ~ 
one there cared about or had 
seen TV costume credits—not JUNE LOCKH ART 


even Jane Froman’s. Miss Lus- 
tig’s prizewinning threads .. . Sought for Role. = 
She had tb 


b go bac newspaper advertising. ae 


| . f 
i r ‘ 


ors 4 & } 4 
Pel 1 
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Tolson ag 


Belmont 


Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotte 
W.C. Sulfvan 
V/ Tele. Room . 
. Holloman 4... 
Gandy 
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On 


Wash. Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald 
Tribune 

N. Y. Journal-“£ 
American 

Na Ya: WERROR 5 ioe 

N. Y. Daily News —— 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 


— 


New Leader 


1 PLAYHOUSE LAST 10 to 11 was a well-pro- — 5 RRS 
duced cliche . . . Eli Wallach played it with bue-emvended Certled 9 Trendex rating of|whack up a respectable rati 
scowl .. . Adrian Spies, its author, also wrote last night’s 24.9 tWelk’s 163...Sammylpyt not since “Lawma: 
ALCOA Theatre; both dramas were modern-dress Greek Kaye sliced the edge off Gun-|, ino, Warner Bros. bullseye, 
tragedies, unleavened misery .. . With clumsy, obvious morals Smoke, not enough to beat it) oes 
you could see being jerry-built from their sluggish starts . ,, f course, but to nudge it off|"* ro Chi 
We switched over to see some cute, funny, adorable kids danc- 1S old unopposed rating peak/19.4 rating, edging Sullivan 
ing on NBC-TV’s Kathryn. Murray party... “Highway Patrol” a Sid Caesar’s Trendex was sky and Allen (LL9) 20% = 
was another good, fast, crisp cliche ... Win Elliot started via: ee ed os @ Sullivan-Aiey ite ot Wage 
reading the wrong question; later tried to give out a prize ob Sunde ; 

i sap y night’s top Trendex|to 16.2 for their full 60 c 
for half a right ABeWer. on . Tic Tas Dull,’ : 263. P ~ Ipeting minutes... Lore 
“Maverick” got a 24.3 Young danced all over 
ullivan’s 19.2 and Allen’s con4|$64,000 Q. again 24.4 to 15.9. 
stently third place 14.5 . . |} as 
nce “Maverick” was off th 
ir, Sullivan & Allen used tc 


PLAYHOUSE 90 WANTS June Lockhart to narrate Tchai- 
kovski’s “Nutcracker Suite” as its Christmas Week spec... . 
Danny Thomas had an especially good one last night ... You 
get very few cowboys killing 
Indians in our new enlightened 
social: scheme: an Indian 
killed his brother on “Wells 
Fargo” last. night, fratricide o 
TV being considered nicer tha 
genocide ,. . Anyone worryin 
where Renzo Cesana went after 
he drowned in his own TV goo 
—he went thataway to Rome, 
where he’s in the new Mario 
Lanza movie. 

Canadian TV folk want Les- 


lie Nielsen to star in Marilyn “Cimm 
Monroe’s husband’s “Death of tewrenne eoners = vats 


City” and Paladin’ ing car 
a Salesman.” ... Fred Astaire’s | ~~ Paladin’s calling ca 


next TV leading lassie (on| 
Gen’l Electric Theatre) will be 
Roxanne Berard... The L.A. 
Dodgers have their TV spon- 
sors all set for next season 
already: Beer and ciggie firms, 
f cdwss ... Jack Albertson gets 
a regular role in “The Thin 
Man.” ...Ed Kenny, Hawaiian 
lad who got nice notices in 
Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
“Flower Drum Song” in Boston 
must be good—Ed, Sullivan 
snapped him up for two Sun- 
day night TV solos, first in 
Feb. ... “The D.A.’s Man,” by 
our J-A flash “Red” Horan, 
_ starts TV film shooting here 
in N. Y. for a month; it’s due 
- on NBC’ after Jan.1... Jack 
_ Webb producing. - 


i 

FELLOW GAVE AN _imita 
IPscotcettavant” comedian 
‘area 


at a party the other night 
ly mentioned foreign 
ars with clinical admiration 
hen knocked John Edgar 
oover and Dulles... “Track- 
down” beat “Disneyland” and 
then Disney dented Gleason ... 
The Thin Man Trendexed its 
opposition . . . Perry Como’s 
hour got a 27.6 Trendex, soar-' 
ing to 30.1 its second half . .f. 
Steve Canyon shot do 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memora rdum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO + Mr. DeLoac Us DATE: February 10, 1959 


Tolson 
Belmont 
: DeLoac 
FROM : “FO ‘bids McGuires 
Mohr 


Parsons 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotter 

W.c.S = 
Reference is made to the attached clipping from the "New _ Tele. Room _ 


York Times" article of February 8, 1959, on Mort Sahl, the comedian, — Gangy 
in which it is mentioned that Sahl was born in Montreal, an only child, and a 
that his father was an administrative officer for the United States Department 

of Justice. The Director noted: "See if Department has any such record." 


SUBJECT: alice SAHL 


File 77-7613 reflects that a Harry Sahl was investigated in 1934 
as an applicant for the Department of Justice. This investigation reflected that 
Harry Sahl had one child (name not given) and that he had lived in the Los Angeles 
area (It is noted that the "New York Times" article indicated that Mort Sahl's = 
family had traveled over the country settling in Los Angeles.) This file further > 
indicated that Harry Sahl had family connections in Montreal, Canada. It also 
reflected that Harry Sahl was in business in Montreal in the wholesaling and 
retailing of cigars from 1926 to 1931. (Mort Sahl was born in Montreal, Mayil . 
1927.) Harry Sahl,according to the Bureau's investigation, was primarily trained \» 
as an expert stenographer. 


age 


Contact at the Department of Justice reflected that the 
file of Harry Sahl was presently in the Government's Archives in St. 
Missouri. However, a personnel service card reflected that Harry S 
on duty with the Department 7-19-34, terminating employment 5-12- 
was rehired 8-6-37 terminating 4-2-40. He was hired as a clerk an 
He left the Department of Justice to go to the Commerce Department. F 
Sahl was born 8-30-92 (location not _—- No further data conéerning Harry : : 

9! 
1 
a 
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FILED } 


Sahl was available in Justice rec 


4% wy REC- 60. nee x a 
It would appear ‘that the Harry Sahl subject of Sein file/77-7613 ~ 
_# \is the father of Mort Sahl. This would indicate that he did work for the Department « 
|, °_ ,} of Justice from roughly 1934 to 1940 as a clerk and stenographer. However, we 
K *” | have not been able to definitely determine whether this Harry Sa@bl is positively 
ut yi the father of Mort Sahl. 


” 


51 Eppa . — a 


Yeh opt B FEB 17 1959 
Lr aK” ot The New York Office has been requested to discreetly determine 
"the identity of Mort Sahl's father. When this information herevetved, 1 
i alt anne — a) fo the Director. eA tart 4 y 
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Anyway, Onward ~ 


With Mort Sahl 


A nonstop talker from out of the West 


ca 


finds that iconoclasm mixed with comedy pays. 


By HERBERT MITGANG 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. 

. ROM out of California these days 
EF comes a fresh voice in response 

to the lament that American hu- 
mor is restricted by conformity, cen- 
sorship or just old jokes. It belongs 
to Mort Sahl, a 31-year-old who began 
his comedy life only five years ago ata 
San Francisco below-ground night club 
called, without capitals, the “hungry i” 
(for “intellectual” ). 

“I think of him as the Happy Wor- 
rier,” says Jerry Wald; his producer. 
“He is brilliant, incisive and churned 
by inner conflicts. He is the voice of 
mankind in the atomic age. When he 
Says he doesn’t know whether the ap- 


proaching unidentified aircraft is going 


to drop a hydrogen bomb or spell out 
Pepsi-Cola in skywriting, he speaks 
for all of us.” 

This is a big Mort Sahl month. His 
second record—“Look Forward in 
Anger”—was released nationally last 
week (the first was called “The Future 
Lies Ahead”). There was a television 
guest appearance on the “Eddie Fisher 
Show,” and there will be another next 
Sunday when he will help to inau- 
gurate a new TV series, “Richard 
Diamond, Private Detective,” by play- 

_ing himself in a night club where a 


murder takes Place. He expects to sign 


a contract for his own network pro- 
gram, possibly this month. 

Then, all during March, Sahl will 
Play the Flamingo in Las Vegas, with 
ten weeks in Los Angeles at the Cre- 
scendo, one of his strongholds, to fol- 
low. In between, he will make a movie, 
“The Billionaire,” in which, he insists, 
he will not play the title role. He is 
already being seen in a featured role 
in Twentieth Century-Fox’s “In Love 
and War,” for which he wrote his own 
lines (including his memorable answer 
to a field-telephone call in the middle 
of a bombardment: “Hello, World 
War IZ”). 

This fall he expects to bring his act > 


(himself and one prop, a rolled-up~.~ 


newspaper) to one of the clubs in 
New York. “But not,” he insists, “one 
of those exclusive little East Side rooms 
where everyone is so in they’re out.” 


A. this stage of his growing career, 
Sahl’s comments cover the whole range 
of human experience—from the status 
quo to status symbols, from lost 
souls in particular to the cockeyed 
world in general. He thrives on that 
dirty word—controversy, His admirers 

lace him in the American vein of humor 
running from Mark Twairr to Fred 
Allen; his detractors Say he is not a 
comedian in the true sense but simply 
a writer who talks, and telze ite, (as 
well as Ris material) is controversial. 
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Sahl differs from the traditional run- 
of-mouth comedian. in a number of 
respects. First, he writes his own stuff. 
Second, although the material has been 
written, Sahl does not stick to his own 
script but “free associates’’—leaping 
from subject to subject, improvising as 
his mood, the audience and the daily 
news affect his thinking on the plat- 
form. Third, he does not grimace, make 
jokes with the orchestra leader or wear 
funny hats. His act is, in a word, 
cerebral. a 

Some in his audiences are unim- 
pressed by what he has to say and the 
way he says it. They assert they want 
their comedians to make jokes, not to 
remind them of their troubles. A few 
of the old-time professionals say that 
because Sahl never went through the 
rough apprenticeship of burlesque, 
summer resorts or third-string night 
clubs, he is unable to sell himself to 
all sorts of people night after night. ‘I~ 
saw Sammy Davis at Vegas a couple 
nights ago,” said a Hollywood director, 
“and he got up there, rolled around 
the floor, jumped and sang until he 
socked those dice players between the 
eyes. Could Sahl do that?” And some- 
times (not often) Sahl is heckled by 
political partisans who disagree with 

is comments. “The real bigots don’t 
ust with me,” Sahl says. “They just 
ell to get off the stage.” 


But Sahl’s detractors are outvoiced 


aes 
by those who think that his irreverent 
wit and uncensored quality are what 

merican comedy needs today. An in- 
teresting fact about Sahl’s supporters 
is that they seem to feel they’ve joined 
an underground movement. Members 
of the Mort Sahl maquis, among those 
on record, include Adlai Stevenson, Lil- 
lian Hellman, Marlon Brando, Steve 
Allen, -fellow-alumni of the University 
of California, progressive jazz fans and 
habitués of intimate night clubs the 
country over. 


Sanit is now hell-bent on proving a 
point about himself and the intelligence 
of American audiences. He discussed 
that point with a recent visitor in his 
rented house a couple of blocks off the 
Strip in Beverly Hills (the house is 
filled with the flotsam of the itinerant 
intellectual: the exposed parts of a 
hi-fi system, classical records and 
books). 

The point very simply is that he 
wants to enter the great entertainment 
market places of the American public. 
Not necessarily because they pay more 
there (he is reported to earn about 
$5,000 a week right now), but because 
he is trying to break the notion that 
the American public is divided .into 
“ins” and “outs”: those who can be 
reached with “creative” material of a 
special kind, and those who must - 
catered to with (Continued on Page 34) 


(Continued from Page 32) 


“commercial” material. He refuses to 
talk down in his effort to reach out. 
“It’s a crusade,” he says, “to gain re- 
spect for American audiences as much 
as for myself.” 

Sahl is a dark-haired man of medium 
height, aggressively virile, who does not 
look like a performer; the curtain 
doesn’t seem to be up all the time with 
him. (Yet the things he says in private 


ere, ae 


conversation are a continuation of what — 


he says on stage.) His casual manner 
and dress (a sweater and no tie) mark 


him as a man of independence, He ap- 


pears happier than the cynical creasés 
in his face indicate: bright and not at 
all angry, certainly not beat. The alert 
look in his eyes seems to declare that 


he is bearing up in an imperfect time. — 


Talking a biue streak, which is his 
way, Sahl recalled his start in show 
business. He admitted that some of his 
references at first had been heavy- 
handed. “I’d had twenty-five years of 
not being heard and it all poured out,” 
— But, ‘Slowly, his_unserground 


— be 


ek = 
Onz important person who spread 


Sahl’s name aiong the West Coast was 
Herb Caen, The San Francisco Chronicle 
columnist. Caen described Sahl’s style 


_-pungently: “He was like a jazz musi- 


cian playing a chorus, toying with 
phrases, following the melody and sud- 
denly losing it, trying for high notes 
that sometimes splattered.” Eventually, 
Sahl learned to get a “beat” going in 


' his talks. 


- To see what Sahl’ s style is like, the 
visitor watched him through two con- 
secutive shows one night at the Cre- 
scendo, The spotlight picked him out 
in a yellow cashmere sweater and white 
shirt, tieless, carrying a newspaper. 
Behind him the green and white lights 
of Los Angeles twinkled through an 
oversized picture window. In front of 
him passed a ubiquitous blond ik 
club photographer. 
“Hello,” he said, smiling, see 
RE Soe 


there’s someone here from the 


to photograph me. So we’re all set. I / 
have here a Republican paper from Los 
Angeles. But that’s redundant. I haven’t 
got too. many jokes, just little lectures. 
Before the last election, our illustrious 
Senator, Knowland or something like 
that, helped President Eisenhower to 
send over ninety million dollars to the 
Formosa beachhead. At the same time 
the President vetoed the school bill over 

es 
—————— s 
—————— 


a 


: el 
here—spenaers, you know. Of course, 
before Chiang got his money, he had 
to promise he wouldn’t use any of it 
for schools. 

“It’s smoky here. Fallout. Anyway, 
onward. } : 

“I’m in the movies now, playing this 
marine. I get shot in the back—either 
the enemy was unethical or we were 
retreating. You have to interpret this 
for yourself. I’m dying, and in the back- 


ground Johnny Mathis is singing. The 
chaplain bends over me and, if you 
look closely, he’s wearing a Zen Bud- 
dhist emblem. I think Hollywood must 
have a grudge against the Japanese. 
They keep making the same movie, 
again and again. You know, thé one 
with the old newsreel shots of Mac- 
Arthur walking through the water and 
getting his pants wet. I understand that 
he had planned to walk on the water, 
but Truman interfered. 

“Right? Right. We're fully integrated 
in our talk tonight.” : 

On and on Sahil goes, his machine- 
gun mind splaying ideas of various cali- 
bers all through the audience for forty 
minutes. He mentions the post-Bohe- 
mians who sit on the floor and “make 
friends,” who don’t live in mere rooms 
but in “living areas.” He kids the 15- 
year-old beatniks he meets in coffee 
houses who declare, “The Western re- 
ligions have failed me.” He needles the 
tough Los Angeles cops and tells how 
he radar “by putting tinfoil 
in my hubcaps.” 


———————— 


——————— 


Tes 
says there are no women in the _ 


beat generation—“just girls who have 
broken with their parents for the eve- 
ning.” That the people driving those 
$8,000 Dual-Ghias are not “just any- 
body—they’re Beverly Hills doctors.” 
That speaking of doctors, the best 
thing about psychoanalysts is that if 
you don’t make it with one he’ll refer 
you to a friend—“they call it rehabilita- 
tion referral motivation therapy, and 
we call it fee-splitting.” 

Finally, he says that nothing he has 
said is “factual, only truthful.”” When 
the audience applauds, he says mod- 
estly, “I’m not geared to total accept- 
ance.” And he ends by saying, “Are 
there any groups left I haven’t of- 
fended? Good. Next show I'll use The 
Christian Science Monitor. Now let’s 
all join hands and sing folk songs.” 

After one midnight in Beverly Hills, 

(Continued on Page 37) 


(Continued from Page 34) | 
Sahl strolled down Sunset 
Boulevard and dropped into 
one of the dozen espresso 
places on the Strip, Chez Paul- 
ette. In his clean sweater, he 
looked positively chic, com- 
pared with the sweatshirt boys 
in desert boots and the aspir- 
ing young actresses encased in 
white make-up and black 
stockings. Yet he felt at home 
there because the atmosphere 
reminded him of the North 
Beach spots in his favorite 
city, San Francisco, where he 
hopes to settle some da , mar- 
ried to a nice bright girl—one 
not unlike his friénd Phyllis 
Kirk, the actress who plays 
the wife in “The Thin Man” 
on television. 


ELAXED, he filled in the 
background for his iconoclastic 
thinking. He was born in 
Montreal, an only child, His 
father, an administrative of- 
ficer for the United States 
Department of Justice, took the 
family all over the country, 
settling in Los Angeles. There 

. Mort went to high school and 
.took R. O. T. C. training. 
Joining the Army Air Forces, 

he became a crew chief on a 

portable oxygen generator 
+i to the rank of 


—rc-was while in the Army in 


the Aleutians, that, 1e-said, “I 
suddenly got the message. I 
matured in that idealistic time 
in the Nineteen Forties when 
Franklin Roosevelt was Presi- 
dent, there was a war on 
against Nazi Germany, and 
the Democratic party’s social 
philosophy reigned. All these 
had an effect—probably still 
do—on my thinking.” He reads 
as much as he can about 
F. D. R., whom he describes, 
simply, as “a good man.” 
Some of Sahl’s friends say 
that last November’s Demo- 
cratic victory knocked down 
some of his main targets, that 
his voice of a minority now 
speaks for a majority. But 
Sahl is a satirist who seeks 
out sham, regardless of the 
political party in power or the 
cultural powers that be. 


Gua his beat, Sahl 


' discussed this unfailing source 


of material, his words flying 
over the cups of cold espresso: 

“For five years I’ve advo- 
cated this criminal act of over- 
throwing the Government and 
putting in the Democrats. 
Wait a minute—what Demo- 
crats? Harry Byrd, James 
Byrnes, Orval Faubus? There’s 
plenty to talk about. Like the 
fact that we’re looking for 
real estate in Asia to create 
our own China—a third force, 
with Harold Stassen as its 
President. And there was this 
jazz festival when Dave Bru- 
beck was touring. He followed 
after Dulles and Nixon—and 
made up with people. He was 
big with the Arab League. 


They asked some of the Ne- 


groes in the band questions. 
Like, ‘How did you get to be 
a big musician?’ And this fel- 
low answered, ‘Well, I always 
wanted to be a doctor but 
when they closed down my 
segregated school I had to join 
this jazz band.’” Anyway, 
onward. ee 
————__ 
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: / Pe ps Zi ig Holloman 
Miss Loie Gaunt in the office of Vice President Nixon 
ers that Mr. Nixon had heard that the entertainer and tonable / 


Morto hl might have a background that was somewhat questionable 
and, “accordingly, the Vice President asked for a background memorand 
on Sahl. Miss Gaunt said it could be mailed up to the office as the Vice 
President did not need it until the middle of the week sometime. She was 
advised that this would be taken care of. 


Mr. Sizoo in the Domestic Intelligence Division was informed 
| and advised that the Special Memoranda Unit of that Division would handle 


the matter immediately. 


l-Mr. Belmont 
l-Mr. Sizoo 
1-Mr. J.W. Brown, Room 6125 IB 
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June 10, 1959 


Honorable Richard M. Wixon 
The Vice President 
Washington 25, D. ¢. 


Dear Dicks 


| In accordance with the roquest of Miss Gaunt 
of your office on June 8, 1959, I have had the files 
of this Bureau reviewed concerning Morton Sahl, the 
entertainer. This review revealed that the FBI has 
not conducted an investigation coneerning Sahl; however, 
nop files do contain the following information concerning 
m. ; 


i 


3 A 


"fhe New York Times" magazine of Pebruary 8, 
1959, carried a feature article concerning Sahl which “1 
indicated he was thirty-6ne years of age, having been 
born in Montreal, Canada, and his family eventually co 
settled in Los Angeles, California, where he attended +: 
high school. He reportedly served in the Armed Forces 
heaving been stationed in the Aleutians. Sahl began his 
entertaining career five years ago in San Francisco, 
California, and has appeared in night clubs throughout 
the United States; has made several appearances on Ve 
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various television programs, as well as appearing in a 
New York theater production which had only a short}Pun. 
Ae 
Sahl was quoted in this article as stating, 
"I matured in that idealistic time in the Niheteem 
Forties when Franklin Roosevelt wag. RRebidant, there was 
a war on against Nazi Germany, q arty's 
social philosophy reigned. Al 6 had ane it - 
probably L do - on my thinking." , 


, . 2 78 LW ed 
NOTE: Sahl is d ge illed coma gh of tM appeared in the "musical 
comedy" entitled "The .Next President," which had a short life in 
New York. During this show, he commented on the Director's book 
"Masters of Deceit":describing it "how to turn your friends in 
to the FBI for funsand profit." He has consistently ridiculed 
£3.15 ident, Nice President, former Secretary of State Dulles. 
J 
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Honorable Richard M, Nixon 


The "Northern Virginia Sun" of May 23, 1958, 
carried a column by Jack O'Brian which was devoted to. 
Sahl and it is believed the following comments of O'Brian 
may be of interest. 


"It's always a cinch Sahl will have something 
hershly impertinent to garble about Ike or Nixon or 
John Edgar Hoover which Sahl likes to think proves courage, 
and we do not mean just selecting such Washington folk as 
targets, for they are prominent and therefore open to humor 
and witer.e ' 


"His attitude is what is called ‘offbeat’ but his 
reaction to almost everything is negative, or else he 
doesn't discuss its and his absolutely-to-be anticipated 
comments on any subject make him a sort of comic reactionary 
who seldom leaves his chosen field of soreheadedness. 


"On the subject of using Nixon's misfortunes in 
South America as the peg to hang gags on, you somehow get 
the idea from the Sahls and others commenting purportedly 
humorously or wittily thereupon, that some degree of 
satisfaction should be taken out of the fact that the Vice- 
President of the United States was attacked... 


"Sahl seems to urge his audience to admire him 
just for being a comedy delinguént, adult in his selection 
of topical targets, but juvenile in his taste and manner, 


please note." (9)-51223) 


Two individuals, who have furnished reliable 
information in the past concerning Communist Party 
activities, have expressed the opinion that individuals 
such as Sahl can do a great deal more damage to the 
American self-confidence in a few sharply barbed 
witticisms than could be done by all the "ravings and 
rantings of a dozen Fosters, Brothers, Lovestones, etec., 
in the course of fifteen or twenty years." As an example, 
they stated that once the average young American facing 
induction into the Army gets the general point of view 
that the Army is run by a buneh of “bubbling idiots" or 
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Honorable Richard M. Nixon 


that the military apparatus is incapable of doing anything 
for him or his country, the basic damage has been done 

and whether logical arguments can be brought to bear in 
defense of the criticism thus rendered is a relatively 
pointless question. (100-3-69-6350 p. 6) 


Sincerely, 
EDGAR 


: Mr. DeLoadhyy DATE: 3-17-60 


4 ” { 
FROM: kl Gandy 


© eee 
supject: MORTON SAHL ahe , Me RI 
COMEDIAN AND Pads Be 
NIGHT CLUB ENTERTAINER 


Sahl was the star in a musical comedy entitled ''The Next 
President" which opened in New York in April, 1958. In the show he 
mentioned the Director's book, ''Masters of Deceit, '' and recommended 
the book for everyone since it had considerable merit in telling one how 
to turn your friends in to the FBI for fun and profit. Since that time he 
has been on numerous TV shows. His usual presentation consists of 
taking ''cracks" at prominent individuals such as the President, Vice 
President and Mr. Hoover. 


Bufiles reflect several indignant letters from individuals 
who wrote to the Bureau expressing their dislike of Sahl's snide and 
supposedly humorous remarks. 


Attached is a clipping from The Hollywood Reporter, 
Hollywood, California, dated March 8, 1960. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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“THIS IS 
_ M ORT SAHL”’ 


AN EDITORIAL FROM 
THE WAUKEGAN NEWS-SUN 


Sick? 


Mort Sahl — the so-called “sick” comedian — brought 
the house tumbling down the other night at the 75th 
‘anntral meeting of the Inland Daily Press Assn. in Chi- 
cago. 

It was our first chance to see this fast-rising comic 
perform in person. We liked him immensely — in spite 
of the fact that more than a few of his verbal darts about 


the foibles of the newspaper business smacked home (it 
didn’t hurt when we laughed). 


klis penetrating insight into social and political issues 
and finely-honed wit make a delightfully devastating 
combination. 


Take his 


crack about Chicago’s introverted children 
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“THIS 1S 


 MORT SAHL” 


AN EDITORIAL FROM 
,| THE WAUKEGAN NEWS-SUN ... 


Sick? 


Mort Sahl — the so-called “sick” comedian — brought 
the house tumbling down the other night at the 75th 


anniral meeting of the Inland Daily Press Assn. in Chi- 
cago. 


It was our first chance to see this fast-rising comic 
perform in person. We liked him immensely — in spite 
of the fact that more than a few of his verbal darts about 
the foibles of the newspaper business smacked home (it 
didn’t hurt when we laughed). 


lis penetrating insight into social and political issues 
and finely-honed wit make a delightfully devastating 
combination. 


Take his crack about Chicago’s introverted children 
“who can now play cops and robbers without playmates,” 
or his wry observation that the phrase “Republican news- 
papers sounds redundant,” or his advice to think a little 


more about the H-Bomb “to help take your mind off 
birth control.” 


(f this man is “‘sick,’ then a few more of us should 
be lucky enough to contract his ailment. 


- 4 
\ | 
\ ‘ 
“There is an Inn on E. 60th St. known as 
Copacabana and its walls today are still 
“Mort Sahl is an authentic vibrating from the laughs given comedian “Mort Sahl may well be the greatest 
genius...” Mort Sahl in his new nightclub show...” comedian in the world today...” 


— Max Shulman — N.Y. World-Telegram — Cue Magazine 


a 


0-19 (Rev. 1-11-60) 
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AST DECEMBER the Democratic Party’s Adviso 
Council held a fund-raising dinner at the Waldor 
1 honor of Eleanor Roosevelt. 
' Every Democratic Presidential hopeful except Ly 
on Johnson addressed the throng, as did Harry Tru- 
man and Mrs. Roosevelt. 


Also on display, for better than 20 minutes, was 
oh the man billed ightclubs as “The Next President” 
“ 3 —comedian Mo l. Few in the audience regarded 
hg Sahl’s pres ongruous. 

Ce ' Sahl is hardly the first comedian to use political 

cracks, but he is probably unique in plugging a con- 

one sistent political line. His heaviest barrages are di- 

4 rected at the Republicans, with only an occasional 

ted pop-gun shot against some Democratic foible. He 

= gleefully belabors Eisenhower, Nixon, Ezra Benson, 
== J. Edgar Hoover, the ghost of McCarthy. 

= He is a fierce, if rather elliptic, critic of our Far 

> Eastern policy and he seldom lets his audiences for- 

=} get the dangers of atomic fallout. His followers regard 

him as an irrepressible crusader in the guise of a 

a. comic; one gathers that this is not far from Sahl’s 

own view of himself. 
te Asked recently to characterize his politics, Sahl 
replied with a solemnity only faintly touched by self- 
mockery. “I’m trying to evolve a liberalism that will 
work for my time.” He did not smile. _ 
On the nightclub floor, there is no solemnity’ in 
his quick thrusts: 
q“The paperback version of J. Edgar Hoover’s 
book, ‘Masters of Deceit,’ is called ‘How to Turn 
Your Friends In to the FBI for Fun and Profit.’” 
g‘I am going to remind you to see ‘On the 
Beach.’ It’s an escapist film—it’ll take your mind 
off the birth control issue.” 
(“President Eisenhower was taking seriousky 
this new dynamie leadership—because he had -been 
completely in charge when Nixon was out of the 
country.” 
q@“Shelley Berman says I talk about overthrow- 
ing the government—if I can find it.” 
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MAY 1.0 1960 
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46 may 19 1960 


"No Guts' 


To an inquiring reporter, Sahl maintains that 
politics is not his principal interest. He is equally 
preoccupied with manners and morals, the arts, hi-fi, 
sports cars. These subjects provide the substance 
for intermittent satire, but Sahl’s act is basically a 
disenchanted commentary on the events of the day. 

Looking mildly disheveled in an open-neck shirt 
and a pullover sweater, Sahl never steps out of 
character, enacts out a skit or even mimics one 
of the public figures he is assailing. He has a good 
ear, however, and once on the Steve Allen show did 
an excellent impersonation of Ailen. In his own act, 
however, he “panics: out” when he thinks of doing 
an impersonation. “No guts,” says Sahl. “I’m as 
shy as the next guy.” ° 

His act, which runs around 50 minutes, consists 
of a disconnected series of comments, delivered in 
nervous, rapid-fire bursts, with no more than a 
“Gives you something to think about, doesn’t it?” 
or “Enough of that, so where were we?” to serve as 
a transition. Occasionally, he will suggest, “To get 
back to our theme,” but the theme, if any, is no more 
than a thin thread which vanishes when another 
random thought occurs to him. “I can free-associate 
about anything,” says Sahl. 

It is a mistake, he feels, to plan his routine ahead 
of time: he is better if he responds spontaneously 
to the “cadence” of the audience. While each act is 
improvised on the spot, it is not exactly created out 
of thin air. He holds in reserve any number of verbal 
fragments, piecing them together as the mood strikes 
him. He frequently adds to his supply of quips, but as 
frequently repeats his favorite lines. 

Recently, he has introduced a more personal—and 
often self-deprecating—note into his comments. “I 
can intellectualize anything and make it dull—that’s 
my gift,” he will say to. vast laughter, or he will 
allude to his amorous misadventures somehow manag- 
ing to combine politics and romance: “I once pro- 
posed to a girl by quoting Fidel Castro.” 


Sahl is little different offstage than on. Between 
the acts, before heading for his favorite espresso bar, 
e insists on changing his “uniform’—only to re 
ppear in another sweater, still tieless. He is well- 


annered and affable, but his stock response is a quih 
when the interviewer seeks information. 

He becomes defensive only when asked why he 
does not satirize the Russians. “Almost nobody has 
challenged me on that,” Sahl says. “The ones who’ve 
Said are usually humorless about the Russians.” 
Basically, his reply was that no one should pave 


orders to an artist, which no one at the moment was 
trying to do. Moreover, it was his view that “re- 
gardless of the fire built by the American press, 
whenever I’ve kidded the Soviet boys and girls be- 
hind the barn comparing production norms, nobody 
laughs. Nobody gives a damn.’ 

When he talks of the past, Sahl is bitter: “I never 

knew more cruelty than when I was trying to get 
into this business.” Show business types derided his 
assumption that he could hold an audience just talk- 
ing. Nonetheless, he persisted. “There’s a margin 
between talent and success which I would define as 
fanaticism,” he says. 
; His fanaticism emerged from a rather disorgan- 
ized early life. Morton Lyon Sahl was born in Mon- 
treal on May 11, 1927. His father ran a tobacco shop 
there, later worked as a clerk for the Veterans Admin- 
istration in Washington and traveled widely around 
the country in various government jobs. Sahl figures 
he attended 20 elementary schools, ae 

The family eventually settled in California ; Sahl 
was enrolled in three high schools around Los An- 
geles. He was no campus rebél, but the pride of the 
local ROTC; one year the American Legion named 
him best officer in the area. “I was nuts about the 
service and practically lived in a uniform,” recall 
a baffled Sahl. He enlisted in the Army when h 
was 16, only to'be shipped home in a couple of week 
when his age was’ discovered. 

He was an underweight, skinny youngster who 


gularly practiced weight-lifting to build muscles 
irls were a problem. (“I was scared. I was non 
aggressive. I panicked. God, was I scared!”) He 
graduated from high school in 1944, again enlist 
in the Army, becoming a drill instructor a: Shepard 
Field, Texas. (“I was strictly the Gung-Ho type.”) 


Later, as an M.P., he directed traffic at Williams 


ae 


Field, Arizona. (“That's why I use my hands so 
much in the act.”) - 

By this time, Sahl was becoming disillusioned 
with the Army. (“Too much military injustice, and 
I found that conformity is the rule.”) He put in 
for overseas duty and found himself at Elmendorf 
Field, Alaska. He began to write for the camp paper 
and contributed sketches to service shows. a 


He published one story about the sudden promo- 
tion of a private to staff sergeant, strongly suggest- 
ing that favoritism was involved. Sahl was roughly 
chewed out, then inexplicably made editor of the 
paper. Flushed with success, he later published an 
account of a grossly unfair court-martial—and found 
himself. assigned to K.P. duty and other low chores. 

In January, 1947, he was released from the Army, 
still a private. 

He enrolled at Compton Junior College, later 
transferred to the University of Southern California. 
His major was city management and engineering, his 
minor mathematics, his avocational interests hot- 
rod cars, campus variety shows.and a monthly maga- 
zine-called The Arts. He made a near-A average i 
his courses and received his degree in 1950° The 
came a graduate year studying municipal adminis 
tradition and an ill-fated venture in used cars. 


SA Ra SS 


Up the Ladder 


Sees Bese 


His entrepreneurial career was followed by a 
stretch as a messenger boy, which gave him enough 
money to sustain life and enough time to work on 
plays and a book. He finally decided to become a 
performer when he felt there was no outlet for his 
writing. (“I had to get into an animated form to win 
acceptance.”) But it was not easy to animate before 
an audience: the nightclubs did not want him, either 
in Los Angeles nor in New York. | > ta 

He moved to San Francisco, enrolled for some 
university. courses, bummed around. Finally, in De- 
cember, 1953, he landed a job at a club called the 
“Hungry i’ at $75 a week. He was an immediate 

‘success. He began by satirizing the movies and other 
innocuous subjects; as he gained confidence, he turned 
to politics. Sahl spent the better part of three years 
at the “Hungry i” from time to time doing a club 
‘date elsewhere. = = = t eee 

As his reputation spread, he was signed by the 
Black Orchid in Chicago, the Blue Angel in New York, 
Storyville in Boston. In 1957, he was booked for two. 
weeks at Mister Kelly’s in Chicago, stayed for 23. 
By the end of the year, the Crescendo in Los An- 
geles was paying him $5,000 a week. The following 
spring he came to New York in a review called 
“The Next President.” Sahl got excellent notices, 
but the show flopped. ea | 


¥ 


It was but a minor reversal in a continuing up- 
ward swing. He has three records out, has appeared 
frequently on television and is now planning to get 
into movie and TV production. His standard night- 
club fee has gone up to $7,500 a week and he expects 
to make over $300,000 this year. ONO Bye | . 

- Sahl has found time to be married and divorced 
and at the moment is perhaps Los Angeles’ most un- 
abashedly wistful bachelor. He lives in a rented house 
in the. hills above Sunset Strip, playing jazz records 
-half the night and plowing through mounds of hews- 
“papers and magazines—for méntal stimulus and ma- 
‘terial. He disdains alcohol, has little interest in food, 
but displays a passion for watches; small gadgets 
and “automobiles. He currently owns three of the 
latter, with a fourth on the way. = | 
perfect car,” says Sahl. 

———_ 


Ow: ‘Shelley Berman. 
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To Ninotchka Film Version’ 


} San Francisco, Oct. 10, — “Moscow is so close to the Hollywood 
a’ that it e 


version of ‘Ninot mbarrasses you.” 

So saying, Mo: hl, just in from Copenhagen on a trans-Polar jet, 

reported on hteéctic, unhappy 48 hours in the Soviet capital last week. 
Sahl said he’d planned to go to Moscow for five days, “to gather 
material” for his upcoming 28-performance concert tour. 

Primarily, he wanted to “get out on the street” to talk to Russians. 

id=t, Instead, “it was encumbrance all the way.” By that he meant: 

— “\, _. (1) He couldn’t phone outside the 

Hotel Berlin, where he was billeted, 

without Intourist intercepting the 
calls; 

(2) He was restricted to three 
Intourist-approved restaurants: 

(3) “I mentioned Time magazine 
and they just glowered at me, just 
like at home”; 

(4) “{ gather their society is 
not aimed at consumer goods”; 

(5) “They’re still fighting the 


last.’ war —— of: course, I know 
we’ve been accused of fighting the 
next one”; 


(6) “I had more trouble getting 

out of Russia than in”; 
(7) “You should’ve seen the hell 
raised when I tried to reach the 
= NBC correspondent in Moscow”; 
(8) The Russian restaurant food 
is “inedible,” and the restaurant 
- are loaded with dishes and silve 
| gleft over from the Czar... al 

t irty”; 

(9) Moscow’s really “a blan 
ity .. . they accepted ‘Marty’ in 
ur film exchange program and 

must have felt great empathy with 
— it because there’s not much to do 
. in Moscow at night, either,” 
Other Sahl observations: 
“Moscow is full of Chinese tech- 


oe nicians . . . the Russians don’t 
So: have a world outlook ... they | 
' serve caviar incessantly, and I’m er 
_ not its biggest fan — I’m afraid . A} 


I'll lose touch with the people... 
they copied our cars and soft-drink 
machines, but that’s about all — 
no Westernization at all... they 
keep telling you, ‘we’re in a period 
of transition’.” 
| So, after two days of frustra- 
_ tions and with his “morbid cur- 
iosity” more than satisfied, Sahl 
departed. When his plane touched 
down at Copenhagen, and he put 
the rap on the Russians, he was 
told, “When this story comes out, 
you won’t be able to go to Russia 
again.” Sahl’s reply: 

“Promise?” 


One point of resemblance to the 
West Sahl found in Russia: 


“Si tried tipping. It worked.” _» 
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' TO : Mr. DeLoach DATE: pAr¥s abe 
FROM : M., er i 
SUBJECT: MORTON SAHL,.REPORTED TO a 
HAVE A PART IN "OPERATION TERROR" J 
| You will recall that*’Operation Terror" is the movie to be produced by 
solumbia Pictures, Inc. The story was written by the Gordons. 
Attached is a clipping from "The Evening Star" of 7/20/61 which reflects 
that Mort Sahl will probably have a part in this movie which will star Glenn Ford. Memo 
has been submitted on Ford. 


Sahl is one of the new breed of "'sick"' comics. He was born Morton Lyon 
Sahl on 5/11/27 in Montreal, Canada. His father, Harry Sahl, was employed by the 
Eoaeetment of Juss of Justice from ‘July, 1934, to May, 1937, and from August, 1937, to April, 
1940, as a clerk and stenographer. The family eventually settled in Los Angeles, 
Cxlieeaia, where Mort Sahl attended high school. He entered on active duty in the Army 
in August, 1944. He was reportedly released from the Army in January, 1947, and 


attended Compton Junior College in Compton, California, and the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles. He received his degree in 1950. 


His professional entertainment career began in December, 1953, when he 
was employed at the "Hungry i'' in San Francisco. A newspaper article reflects that he 
began by satirizing movies and other innocuous subjects, and as he gained confidence, 
turned to politics. The ““Hungdry i” is a “beatnik” type establishment. He has since then 
played at a number of leading night clubs throughout the country and was_reported in 
May, 1960, to be drawing aslary of $5,000 per week at the Crescendo in Los Angeles. 


Sahl has also made many television appearances as a guest, and in 1958, 
was the star of a musical comedy in New York called ''The Next President."" He took 
occasion then to mention the Director's book and recommended it as having considerable 
merit in telling one how "to turn your friends into the FBI for fun and profit. " The play 
had a very short run. ) 


Sahl's attack on prominent figures of whom he apparently sae are 
vicious and vitriolic. He has not only attacked the Director but also former President 
Eisenhower and former Vice President Nixon. The Director noted in August, 1958, that 
he had seen Sahl on the Jack Parr show and had seen and heard examples of his ridicule 
of General Eisenhower and Mr. Nixon. 


Enclosure 


Jones to DeLoach memorandum 
Re: Morton Sahl 


Sahl also satirized the FBI on a Jack Parr show depicting the fictitious 
capture of a Russian spy. This presentation was unfavorable to the FBI. 


In June, 1959, we prepared a letter for Vice President Nixon concerning 
Sahl and quoted a column by Jack O' Brian which appeared in the "Northern Virginia Sun" 
of 5/23/58. O'Brian's comments pretty well sum up Sahl. He stated: 


"It's always a cinch Sahl will have something harshly impertinent to garble 
about Ike or Nixon or John Edgar Hoover which Sahl likes to think proves courage, and we 
do not mean just selecting such Washington folk as targets, for they are prominent and 
therefore open to humor and wit... 


"His attitude is what is called 'offbeat' but his reaction to almost everything 
is negative, or else he doesn't discuss it; and his absolutely-to-be anticipated comments on 
any subject make him a sort of comic reactionary who seldom leaves his chosen field of 
soreheadedness. 


"On the subject of using Nixon's misfortunes in South America as the peg to 
hang gags on, you somehow get the idea from the Sahls and others commenting purportedly 
humorously or wittily thereupon, that some degree of satisfaction should be taken out of the 
fact that the Vice-President of the United States was attacked... 


"Sahl seems to urge his audience to admire him just for being a comedy 
delinquent, adult in his selection of topical targets, but juvenile in his tase and manner, 
please note."" (94-51223) 


Sahl appeared on television in Los Angeles in July, 1960, and again satirized 
the FBI. This skit involved a tour of Khrushchev in Chicago with the FBI being responsible 
for Khrushchev's safety. Sahl pictured a notorious Chicago policeman noted for writing 
traffic tickets for members of his own family, judges, prominent city officials, etc., 
attempting to cite Khrushchev for a violation. Sahl indicated that the FBI prevented the 
policeman from citing Khrushchev and in so doing killed the policeman. 


Our Los Angeles Office received information in July, 1959, that Sahl had 
agreed to appear at a benefit for the Powell--Schuman Defense Fund in Los Angeles if 
arrangements can be cleared through his manager. This fund and a committee of the same 
name were organized to raise money for the defense of Sylvia Powell. and Julian Schuman 
who were to be tried for violation of the Sedition Laws of the United States. Powell and 
Schuman were associated with "China Monthly Review" in Shanghai, from 1950 to 1953 and 
reportedly caused to be printed accusations that the U. S. had conducted Germ warfare 

\in Korea. 


Jones to DeLoach memorandum 
Re: Morton Sahl 


In May, 1960, a cocktail party was scheduled for the benefit of the 
Southern California Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) in Los Angeles. 
Entertainment was to be provided by Mort Sahl, Phyllis Kirk (Sahl's girlfriend according 
to newspaper accounts) and Actor James Whitmore. 


The California Committee on Un-American Activities has described the 
Southern California Chapter of the ACLU as being infiltrated and influenced by communists. 
This cocktail party was reported attended by more than 1,000 persons and spurred the 
formation of a women's committee to serve as a fund-raising arm of the Southern 
California Chapter of the ACLU. 
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LONDON (NANA). — The| Ed Begley is cottine to Hol- 

po oi twosome in London—/jlywood to support those fine 

‘dian Mort Sahl, and Ac- players Paul Newman and Ger- 

: ss Joan Collins, They dined |aldine Paige in “Eeeet Bird of | 
and theatered four nights in| Youth.” 

a row. “Shall I marry an ac-| Anthony Quinn it seems was 

tress?” Mort asked me over tea upset when Sir Laurence Oliv- 


and hot buns in his lovely ter- 
race suite. “You'd better” I 
told the 34-year-old star . . 
and Rock Hudson had better 
watch the competition. “I’m. 
going for broke” said Sahl, “I’m 
going to make a movie—prob- 
ably, “Operation Terror” with 
Glenn: Ford and Lee Remick.’ 

. Mort also. plans a 10-min-| 
ite. ily news show on one of 
the networks. | 


Tony Perkins took me ‘to see, 


“Oliver,” and predicted a 
roa lway success for David 
e when he brings the 
it musical to New York in the 
62-3 season. .. . Tony now 
arring in London with Me- 


ier played his role of the king 
on stage in “Becket.” “I would 


./never have left,” he confided 


in Rome “I left the play to 
make  ‘Barrabas,” because I 
‘thought Larry was leaving the 
show and I didn’t want to act 
with anyone else.” Obviously 
Larry didn’t mind at all. 
' We Wwe a Ne: 
In London, “Becket” wo 
unanimous praise from the 
critics, with Christopher Plum- 
mer, especially, getting raves 
Canadian Chris was and I be- 
lieve he still is, married to 
Tammy Grimes. They have 
‘been separated for some time. 
Stewart Granger has been 


‘lina Mereouri who was so g00d jnsisting that he and 17-year-| 
in “Never on Sunday,” told mejold Italian starlet, Luciana| 
Jules Dassin started their film- Gilli, are merely good friends. 


ing here on Sunday in the/ghe doesn’t speak English and 


British museum .. . and—not 
from Tony—it may be some 
time before Melina can marry 
Director Dassin. They hoth) 
have to get divorces first. 

To go back to “Oliver,” Dan- | 
ny Kaye is the star most likely 
to piay Fagin in the movie 
version. .. Charlton Heston 
has to come ‘back to London to 
“loop” some of his “El Cid” 
dialogue. But Sophia Loren 
will do hers in Rome where 
she is making another movie. 


te doesn’t know any Italian, 
But language has never been a 
barrier. 

When photographer-director 
Jack Cardiff was hard up, he 
sold his first edition copy of 
“Ulysses,” for about $10. Jack 
will direct the Jerry Wald pro- 
duction in Dublin. He recently 
tried to buy another “Ulysses” 
first edition, and the price was 
$400. i — 


This girl never stops. . Ava. 


Gardner has been tur ning down 


five scripts a day, a friend|. 


from Spain tells me. Ava sold 
her big home and moyed into 
an apartment in Madrid.. 
* * * x 

David Niven isn’t sure he’ll 
be invited back to a certain 
town in Northern Italy. While 
filming, “The Best of Enemies,” 
David was invited to try his 
hand on a sewing machine used 
for making shirts for the Ital- 
ian army. David had fun, but 
bout 100 Italian soldiers will 
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The attached 9-19-64 issue of "The Saturday Evening Post" | 
features an article on Mort‘Sahl, the satirical comedian, in which some biographical 
data is set forth abouthim and his parents. On page 28 it states the following 
concerning Harry Sahl, Mort's father, "Harry Sahl soon discovered that his talents 
as a shopkeeper were slight. He returned to Los Angeles when Mort was seven to 
work in the local office of the FBI.'' The Director has requested that we check this. 


2” 
An Oa 


Information in our files reveal that Harry Sahl was investigated in 
1934 as an applicant for the Department of Justice. He subsequently entered on duty 
with the Department as a clerk and stenographer on 7-19-34 and terminated his 
employment on 5-12-37. He was rehired on 8-6-37, again terminating his employment 
on 4-20-40. From the Department of Justice, Harry Sahl then went with the Commerce 
Department. He was never employed by the FBI. 


The 8-15-60 issue of "Time" magazine also carried biographical data 
indicating that he was employed at one time as a clerk of the FBI. 
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SA Stapleton of the To 
advised that Mr OR? San a well 
known comedian who is currently 
appearing at the "Shadows, "a 
Georgetown Nightclub, is in the 
Building and is presently being con- 
ducted on a special tour of the Bureav 
by SA Ervin Recer, Crime Records 


Division. 


April 7, 1965 
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Mr. Sahl is accompanied by a 
Public Relations for the 
Sheraton -—_ oe 


Miss NORTON, 
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4-9-65 


7 For your information, Morton Sahl, comedian who resides 
in Beverly Hills, California, was was conducted on a special tour of the 

on 4-7-65, He expressed appredation for the courtesies afforded him and 
indicated an interest in the tour exhibits. 


It is to be noted that Bufiles indicate Sahil has made critical 
references to the FBI in the past in connection with his entertainment 
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1 - Mr. belecack (sent with coverrmemo) 
1 - Miss Holmes (sent with cover memo) 
i - Tour Room (sent with cover memo) 


NOTE: See M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo dated 4-8- 65, captioned, ''Mo 
Nightclub comedian, Special Bureau Tour." 
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SUBJECT: MORTON SAHL yh 


Gandy 
NIGHTCLUB COMEDIAN 
SPECIAL BUREAU TOUR 


Morton Sahl, the so-called ''sick'"' comedian, contacted the Bureau 
Tour Room yesterday (4-7-65) afternoon unexpectedly and requested a tour of our 
facilities. He was accompanied by Barbara Norton, Public Relations Department, 
Sheraton-Park Hotel, with whom we have had contact in the past in connection with 
tours for celebrities. 


Sahl and Norton were conducted on a special tour by SA Ervin L. 
Recer, Crime Records Division. Sahl indicated considerable interest in the various 
exhibits, particularly those having to do with guns, as he ener he is something 
of a gun buff, 


Sahl made no request to see the Director; however, Mr. Hoover was 
advised at approximately 2:25 p.m. of Sahl's presence in the building and that he 
was being conducted on a tour, The Director commented, "I, of course, would 
not want to meet him, H." 


Sahl is currently appearing at The Shadows nightclub in “eerenem, 


“Bufiles reflect that Sahl has been critical of the Bureau ain the 
Director in the past in connection with his satirical act. For example, ‘in 1958 he 
was the star of a musical comedy in New York in which he took occasion to mention 
the Director's book, ‘Masters of Deceit, '' and recommended it as having considerable 
merit in informing one on how to "turn your friends into the FBI for fur’and’profit. it 
This play had avery short run. In another instance, in 1960, Sahl satirized the ; 
FBI in’a_television skit which envisioned the FBI as protecting Khrushchev on a 
visit to Chicago. He pictured the FBI as killing a police officer who attempted to 
cite Khrushchev for a traffic violation and indicated satirically that the FBI was 
subsequently criticized for lack of police cooperation, 


«=. Sahl has also attacked other prominent individuals including former 
President Eisenhower and former Vice President Richard Nixon. 
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M, A, Jones to DeLoach memo 
RE: MORTON SAHL 


During the tour on 4-7-65, Sahl was treated with courtesy and 
restraint. He indicated that he was most appreciative of the consideration 
given him. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That the attached letter be sent to the Los Angeles Office, 
(Sahl resides in Beverly Hills, California) advising of Sahl's visit to the Bureau, 


{ Pa , Mr. DeLoach 
"DEC 'S 1966 
oF 
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Mr he 
HARRY SMITH nay NyAck 
. | Mr. ’Casper-- 


Los Angeles, California December 1st, 1966] mr. Gaie .- 


Mr. Tavel .- 


one Je Edgar Hoover, Director Mr. Trotter 


yederal Bureau of Investigation 
Nashimeton, D.C. Miss Holmes 
pt 


; a Mre Hoovers: 


It has been some time now since I wrote you last, mainly because 
I am aware of your busy schedule and don't want to unnecesarily 
take up your valuable time. 


I do however, wish to call your attention to an obnoxious clown 
who is connected with the K.1L.A.C. Radio Station and K.T.T.V- 
Television Sgation here in Los Angeles, as a broadcaster, who's 
name is Mort~Sahl, born in Montreal, Canada and I presume, is a 
naturalized citizen. Mre Sahl, snap-shot attached, operates prin- 
cipally from the Hungry Eye night-club at North Beach, San Fran- 
cisco, California. This man has an obsession for tearing down any 
and all of the Warren Commission report on the assassination of 
President, John I. kennedy, which in itself, is alright with me, 
considering his constitutional right to free speach. On the other 


hand, I resent his consistent, voluble and libelous attacks on you 
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personally and the way you handle your job as Director of the F.BeL- 


I would like to know if you have had any reports on this fellow 
and his anti-American utterances, as i consider his entire format 
quite seditious. Gf SIE t— 


ae so 


I am enclosing a clipping from the Los Ange Ne Imes, dated Novem-= 
ber 28th, 1966, under the by-line of Drew Paassbn 1foif60i11 notice 


that he carefully fails: to mention that you never engage in this 


type of investigation without the full sanctrering of “me Attorney 


General and above him, the President of the U.S.A. I realize that 
Mr. Fearson is just trying to be sensational in order to sell his 
column, but Apo all at your expense, which l don't like. 


Would it a remiss of me to ask if you have any perso 


nal opinion as 


to why so many Jewish intellectuals pot-shot at you, notwithstanding 
your many ontstanding accomplishments in the field of National Defen- 


ce and the Civil-Rights of all peoples? Whatever you say to me in 


this respect will be treated as strictly confidential. I have talk- 


ed to a number of Jewish school-teachers and professors on this sub- 
ject and they brush off any logical refutation of their stand again- 


st you. One in particnlar, is a young high-school teacher, who esc- 
aped the.Auschwitz gas chamber in Germany by only a few hours, bef- 
\ores the Allied armies rescued him during the close of World War Two- 


Hie is now 30 years old, teaches here in Los Angeles and is a natura- 


lized oi tizem obr one is as far left asS.anyons, could be and is 
eer ee PON Ane eC ‘ ad ee Dn a 
definitely a® vu fany /and;levery thing you doe As a maiter of fact, 


ZL find them all to be ,anti-traditional Apemkca gndet can't unders/ / 


AiltAds /ofy]oe Of0/ 


eR  §- OK F 


Z 


~~ 
—— oe. 


é 
\ 


2D 


9. 3¢ 


c 


ORIGINAL FILED BY 7 ~ "A 


HARRY SMITH 


stand why they are not thankful for the privilege of living in this 
wonderful United States of America. 


i believe that every time this Mort Sahl broadcasts, he recruits 
new members for the American-Nazi Party, if there is such an organ- 
1zation. 


ihe inconsistent thing about these so-called Jewish intellectuals 

is that they are quick to call in their Ethnic Defamation Learue 
against any anti-Semitic utterance, yet they think it is perfectly 
ethical to besmirch the name and record of many of our most outstand- 
ing and patriotic citizens. I really would like to hear what you 

Sanne to say on this subject, if possible, as I am deeply puzzled by 
(the attitude of too many of these people. 


let me say again that I Sincerely appreciate the periodical infor- 
mation you send me covering your magnificent leadership of the F.B.I. 
and + will feel safe, only so long as you are head of this bureau. I 
|Suppose the only thing I don't get from you is the continuing list 
/and mug-shots of your most wanted criminals, nevertheless, I do high- ° 
‘ly value the insight of the things I do get from you. In this conne 
ection, If must say that I definitely enjoy every sequence of the 

i television program F.B.I} 

‘fam wishing for you a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New- 
Year and pray that you will continue in your profession for many 
jyears yet to come. 


Yours Cordially, 


Mar, oS. 


Harry Smith 
Harry Smith 
34525 Plata Street 
Los Angeles, California 90026 


JEW PHARSON 


Bokby Baker __ ‘ 
Las ERT in , 


cas HBT in the Soup\ __ 


ty} AIT ¢ . ; = — , 7 ; 
fhe FBI is not exactly holding its + . "he a a 
breath, but some of its agents are One development in the bugging. 


worried that U.S: -Judge Oliver! |" Uiowe  ermon-Caniton 4s that the, 
Gasch will rule that J. Edgar Hoov- « ‘Di agents also a valley tell, 
2. has to testify in the sensational versations in the VIP suite, where: 
case of bugging at the Sheraton.’ ' foreign visitors were entertained. . | 
Carlton Hotel, involving the conver-) © The pe - nace red . pits 
sations of Bobby Baker, former sec-* ! White Wo ayet vd -ipmadiaad lent pa 

retary of the Senate and right-hand | nite House and is convenient for ; 


man to then-Sen. Lyndon Johnson. the entertainment of VIPs. 


, : - These visitors will now be inter- 
Iloover himself is reported not to . ested in learning that for three | 


be losing any sleep. He knows that - months, Feb. 7 to April 25, 1963, ev- _ 
Judge Gasch, a straitlaced public ery remarle they made in matin 434- 
servant who calls the shots as he : 
sees them, has spent much of his gents 24 hours a day 

career as a public prosecutor, and ° This waa hecause Fred Pilacke 
prosecutors lean toward the FBI. suite was next door — 438-40 — anc 


But, meanwhile, there are some | he eavesdropping equipment whic 
amazing developments in the eaves- 


i j 
. 36 was listened to by American wy hii mh 


' davs 11 PM. 


iropping on Bobby Baker and’ his : ~ _ At present the I'BI is being prose+~" 
iriend Fred Black, the public rela- $he FBI installed was so strong that © cuted criminally in Nevada, where it. . 
oe - jt picked up conversation in the. laced the equivalent of 125 wir 
reighboring VIP suite. fa in collaboration with the Cen- 
The United States has long been| | val Telephone Co. of Nevada, also a 
critical of police-state methods by} _ #efendant. 
A | Communist nations and at one time’ _ lt should be noted in fairess that 
oy ‘ accused the Soviet government of , BI men are extremely efficient and * 
, We placing a bug in the American Em- ° carry out orders. They should not be - 
EGER CEES cell Na bassy. This was over 20 year's ago. blamed personally. Nevertheless a 
fe SHA a SS fa SB Today if a bug ‘were found in the ° criminal violation is a criminal vio; 
fp, ¢ Ws (OI forse | Moscow Hotel suite of an American: _ ation. a 
f: Indy WY OSes : visitor there would be an interna- * 
BTN SSD CSR _ tional uproar. . ; 1 ibe “4 
zy ne SRY EO : How J. Edgar Hoover and the Jua-. : 
Ve: ne A . * =: tice Department are going to get ! 
¢ > This year President Tito of Yugo- around this law violation remains to .'—_.. 
: slavia fired the vice president of Yu-, | be seen. For the Justice Department, .» 
' goslavia, Aleksander Rankovic, be- | ;°Which is in charge of enforcing the > 
‘cause he had eryaged in wire tap- |) law, will be in the position of prose-.’; 
. ping. Today the Communist world is’ | ; Culing an arm of the Justice Depart- 


x: 


having: the laugh on the United ment, the FBI. In Nevada this is not a 
-States—thanks to Hoover. S. so ie Srageaye state law is in- % 
Another important development | | YVeG. But, in the District of Co- « 
in the Bobby a eaue is a fact 4 | lumbia, federal iaw is involved and - | 
that the FBI has now violated his’) © ba si Department is entrusted 
constitutional rights. This has been, | ba ; Teen Hs ; ard 
officially stipulated by William O.'. [ Pe ae OP omgeooag ~ilivundache 
‘Bittman, Justice Department attor- Cl: ae cting Atty. Gen. Ramsey °° 
ney who is contesting the “case lark, an able young man who took - 
‘against. Baker 7 ~. {| over when Nicholas Katzenbach was 
4 


; -_ . >. f transferred to be undersecretary of °’ 
een convicted of tax evasion, until » Reason for the stipulation - was-” state. There has been speculation © 
he Justice Department went before that the Justice Department was “J that Katzenbach's demotion was due 
he Supreme Court to make the em- | | tying to dodge the fact J. Edgar _} , to the fact that he OKd the public 
arrassing confession that J. Edgar | {| THoover has got himseli in a posi-"| ‘ confession of Hoover's wire tapping. 
doover had been eavesdropping and. | ‘#!0n wher e the FBI can be prosecut-, | : Such an admission had never been 
viretapping. for years, apparently d either for housebreaking or viola- : 


dt, . 
oar’ 


The Tangled Web 


Cartoon by Herblock 


ions man who has won a new trial 
yecause the IFBl romped over his 
‘Onstitutional rights. Black had 


_ 


; oe . made before, though long su : 
vithout the knowledge of the attor- on of constitutional rights. The lat- ‘ermmamy, | & § suspected. 
‘ey general. ap Ses | ferisa felony with a punishment up] © settee 
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Mr. Tols 

Mr. DeLaach_ se 

Mr. Mong. “f 

HARRY SMITH - Mr, Wick. 7 

Mr. Cassep Hy 

Mr. Callafian___ 

Mr. Conrad ..._ 

los Angeles, California December 21st, 1966 Me, Alta f 
Mr. Rosen _ : 
Mr. Sulitrvan____ 4 


“iss. Helen W. Gandy, Secty. Mr. Tavel | 
receral Bureau of investigation Toe et 
TO omc is 5 ‘ e e. 00m. B 
| wsoaaington, D.C. 20535 Miss Holmes. g 


Y Miss Gandy 


tweet eens 


wear Miss. Gandy: 


strank you very much for your ecknowledgement of my letter to 
“ire Roover, dated December ist,. 2956. 


ves, 1 am definitely looking forward to the time when Nr. Hoover 
jas Free to answer my letter. I wrote him mainly in regard to this 
Yrecio broadcaster, Mort Sol, who is now appealing to teen-age 


Students to listen to his diatribe, discreciting Mr. Hoover. N\, 
“r+ Sol let the cat out of the bag last night, when he announced ~ 


vhat he is going to collaborate with another Scavenger-author by 
the mame of Harold Weisberg in writing a book, pointing out mis- 
anYormation and discrepancies in Mr. Hoover's report to the Warr- “S 
ena Commission, concerning details of the assassinatdon of Fres. vy 
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This fellow Sol is quite cunning, in that he has said, in case he 
+S brought to court on a defamation charge, he will plead that he y 
iS a@ comedian and anything he says, should be construed as satire. hy 


it is too bad the F.C.C. can't silence this fellow! 


Es 

Please show this letter to Mr. Hoover and tell him that I, person- 4 

atly, would breathe a Sigh of relief, if the Kennedy family decia- 

cd to disappear from the political scene altogether. They are caus- rd 

‘ing us to choose up. sides, to where it is quite ominous. 5 

| ad 
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ave a Merry Christmas and a Nappy New Year} 
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March 29, 1967 


Me, G4. 51223 - 


P of At 
7 Mrs. M. Monahan) Po ran ant v 0 ye 
| 10989 Ratner =—"—* ” 

Sun Valley, California 91352 Ht 


Dear Mrs. Monahan: 


I have received your letter of March 21st q d 
and want to thank you for your expression of confidence A 

and favorable comments concerning my work. Remarks 

such as yours are certainly appreciated and serve as a 

source of encouragement. 


- - With respect to the statement attributed in 
your letter to Mr. Mor regarding me, I believe it is 
so ridiculous as not to warrant a reply. 


nae Sincerely yours, 
coma i. Edgar Hoover 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information coneerning radio 
station KLAC. Mort Sahl toured the Bureau on April 7 , 1965,-the 
Director indicated he did not wish to see Sahl and described him as 
tw 4 a sick man. Bufiles reflect that in February, 1959, Sahl agreed to 
) |. \ © @ppear at a benefit for Sylvia Powell and Julian Schuman who had 
P been tried for sedition. In May of 1960 Sahl entertained at a 
| benefit held by the Southern California Chapter of the American 
A Civil Liberties Union which is eit as being infiltrated and 
é influenced by communists. Corresp t is not identifiable in Bufiles, 
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March 21, 1967 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


i eematdenened 


Since I was very young tem your name has been 
synonomous with Honesty, Integrity & Security for our Country.. 
I've been angered when an erstwhile nightclub comedian has 
accused you over the air of "selling out," "allowing the —" 
President to be killed & doing nothing about it."’ His every 
remark is designed to fostor suspicion in our Country, oe uu 
Leaders & the form of Government that makes the Unite | 
States the great Country it is. a 

This man who has a telephone show Radio K.L.A.C. 7:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. Mon thru Fri said this evening between 7:00 & 7:25 p.m. 
that “the Chinese could take over anytime which would make no 
difference to J. Edgar Hoover because you would do the same job 
for them you've done for us." He is Mort Sahl & His one aim is to 
destroy confidence in "the Establishment. ™ I telephoned & protested 
his critisism of you & the President he told me to "take my garbage 
& die with the rest of the Country." 


The F.C.C. obviously allows any insult to go over the air. 
He smears & rants like a demented man. I wish you would get his 
tapes for the last month. If we were in a declared war he'd be put 
in Jail. I protest this villification, it goes beyond free Speech -- The 
Station will do nothing about him. They merely say he's entitled to 
his opinion. T wish you good health & continued success. 


IEF (R Ot ply Sincerely 
yd valley \ E¢ - . 7 d (Mrs) M. Monahan 
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April 21, 1967 


Dear Mrs. Farrell: 

I have received your letter of April 17th 
Seas ee Se Sra 
attention. I can certainly entenbnnd your concern, and 
your thoughtfulness in this matter is appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


MAILED 6 
APR 2 11967 


..COMM-FBL 


NOTE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents’ List. 
Bufiles contajy no derogatory information concerning radio station 


“TSA KLAC. Mort Sahl toured the Bureau on 4-7-65, the Director 
Ki a indicated he did not wish to — described him as a sick 
d man. L. - B T ad 
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DO-6 MR. TOLSON 
OFFICE OF DIRECTOR MR. DELOACH 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION MR. rT 
NY UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE MR. W ON 
\ MR. CASP 
“v 123 E. Oak Ave. MR. CALLAHAN 
El Segundo, Calif. . ) + MR. CONRAD 
April 17, 1967 Sil: WR aacenrndannc 
JO ) MR. GALE 
Dear Mr. Hoover, my oe 


MR. TROTTER 


the FBI listen to the tapes of the 


MR. JONES 


ps MR. SULLIVAN 
| Will you please have someone in 39“ "*¥8* ———— 


TELE. ROOM 


MISS HOLMES 


MRS. METCALF 


MISS GANDY 


Sohl continuously blackens the U S Govt. and 
officials -- urges all draftees to refuse to serve -- 
urges peace marches and demonstrations -- in my 
opinion urges treason and sedition. Tonight's tapes 
of violent speeches (by others) against the Government 
the president and vice-president made my blood run 
cold. : 


~ 


I am afraid for our good and great country! 
b- StL Thank you. 
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REC- 44 74 i. / weO\~ | September 11, 1967 


Mrs, > 
_ 2147 Belle Street 


San Bernardino, California 92404 


- espn ne 


Dear Mrs. Brocka: 
Your letter of September 4th has been received. 


The FBI does not have investigative jurisdiction 
over television programs; however, you may wish to write to 
Chairman Rosel H. Hyde, Federal Communications Commission, 
New Post Office Building, Pennsylvania Avenue at 12th Street, 
Washington, D. C. 20554, for any assistance he may be able to 
render. 


Sincerely yours, 


fi. Edgar Hoover 
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Monday 4th 67 


J. Edger Hoover . Y f, g—| 


Dear Mr. Hoover Moa! fo~f 
fy! 

After listening to the Johnny Carson show here 
in California Monday the 4th of September of which the beginning 
of the show Mr. Carson Introduced Mort’Sahl and said Mr. Carson 
quote 'I'm a great admirerer of Mr. Sahl. "unquote I think 
everyone knows what Mr. Sahl stands for. He did no entertaining 
as Carsons guest. He's whole spot was Making a fool of the 
President & Vice President, plus other insults for which he is so 
famous. This same Mr. Sahl was kicked off the Radio out here in 
Calif for his revelutionary ideas, also, the song that was sung on 
the show was called ''Rape"' which was sung by three something or 
others. Now my point is, the rate that crime is climbing especally 
the attacks on women, some of them brought on by this sort of thing 
which appeals to weak minds and psychos which makes a woman 
afraid to walk on the street after dark. Isn't there someone one } 
could complain to about these dirty shows, and that's what they are 
These sort of shows are contributing to much of the crimes in this 
country. I’m a nurse and I've seen some terrible things that have 
happened to women, It seem to me Mr. Carson gets by with some pretty 
far out-material. I won't listen to him anymore, but how about the people 
who think this is the trend, and go along with it. I think the first place 
to start to beautify this country is to start with the people. Also, 
Mr. Sahl made a very degrading remark about a well decorated 
servicman, he was supposed to have met at the White House. This I 
resent very much, since my son is a serviceman and as far as 
character is concerned My son towers over people like Mr. Sahl. If 
it's allowable on your part, I'd appriciate it if you could let me know 
to whom I could write and make my complaint. 


RE GU 4/293 —-f~ 
404 Very rotrattaty’ 1 > , // 


Mrs. Annette Brocka , 12 1967 
2147 Belle St 
San Bernardino 92404 
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sination of President John F. Kennedy. 
This discicsure was casually made by Sahl 
last week when he was a guest on the 


Nationa! Broadeast 3 Company" s “Tonight 
Show.” Hos 3st Joh 1y Carson appeared as- 
omisicd to ine point of disbelief. 


Sahl mace it plain that he wasn’t joking, 
s2oke carnesily and informatively on 
of the controversial issue. 
rid ‘son seemed to reflect NBC's undisguised 
skepticism about the prosecutor and his. 
investigation. 

When the guest first took a seat on the 
usually lichtweight conversati ional shaw, the 
host amiably asked the state of his health 


and-whst-had he been doing | lately. Only 
a few pleasantries had been exckhamgea when 
the bombshe!! was dropped, 

Sahl, who is more humorist than clown, 
and whose act usually has been politically- 
criented, explained he went to New Orleans 
to write a book and came to believe Gar- 
rison “has something.” 

The prosecutor’s theory, he reported, 
was that seven men were tnvolved, at least 
four of them shooting, in the murder of ; 
President Kennedy November 22, 1963, 
in Dallas, Tex. 

Sah! cave himself only minor billing in 
his present role with the Garrison office. 
He apparently atiends minor work that 
otherwise would tie up a reguiar staff 
investigator. He explained: 

“It's a vo! unter contribution.” 


lot Ne 


Sons $i 


Un Monday Carson informed histerevision 


audience that Garrison himself would annesr 
on the program Wednesday night and make 
some “new disclosure. 9 
“in depth” study of the New 
Crieans inuactination was made by the emi- 
Vali Street Journal. “Jim; do you really 
eve all this stuff?” That was the Jour- 
question. The prosecutor cbviously 
ves there was a conspiracy to 
te f Peacicent Kennedy. Retired New 
businessman Clay Shaw, 54, former 
director of the International Trade Mart in 
the Crasgent City, comes to trial February 
14 on Garr SOs spiracy charge. ee 
J 
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Orleans | 


ae 


bs cell. ine! neluded: eS 


housewife who “— this comment: 


=5 


‘“4~ don’ know if | could” prove my 
innocence to Rink Mr. Garrison is so 
powerful.” 


Additional information glossed over by 
the Warren Commission was entered in the 
Congressional Record by Rep. John R. 


Rarick, Louisiana Democrat, at the request 


Rep.G.V.Montgomery, Mississippi Democrat. 


Rarick’s contribution was a long article: 


from a publication called Herald of Freedom 
of New Jersey. There was no intended 
connection with the Kennedy assassination, 
but it happened to reveal the background of 
the one person Oswald sought for help 
when he was clapped in Dallas jail. 


Mrs. Ruth Paine, close acquaintance off Y- 5 (223 - A. P 


the Oswalds, told the Warren Commission 
that Oswald"phoned her—twice i in succession, 


oddly enough—“To ask me to call. Mr; ohn 
Abt in New York for him after six p.rn.’ 
she added: 

“He gave a telephone number of an office 
in New York and a résidence in New York.” 
, Abt, Oswaid toid her, “was an attorney 
he wanted to have,” ; 

Who was John J. Abt? 

He was, according to the Congressional 
Record, one-time attorney in the Agricul- 
tural Adjustment Administration, later chief 
counsel for the LaFollette Civil Liberties 
Committee in the Senate and a special 


‘assistant to the US Attorney General. 


And, by the account in the Record, he 
was identified in “sworn testimony as a 
Communist and member of an espionage 
group.’ 

He was in the Harold Ware cell of the 
Communist Party, the Record discloces.to 

resent-da y Wa siniasaten Members of ahaa 


Nathan Witt, AAA attorney; Lee Press- 
man, assistant general counsel for the AAA; 
Charles Kramer of the AAA and the La- 
Fojlette committee; Henry H. Collins Jr., of 
the National! Recovery Administration (N 
RA); Victor Perio’ of the NRA, Office of 


‘Price Administration (OPA) and the War 


Production Board (WPB), now a writer for 
the Communist Worker; Alger Hiss, who fell 
-from government heights to prison, and his 
brother, Donald, a Public Works cs Aint 


tion “attorney. 
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emcees etl 
The Washington Post 
Times Herald 
The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) 
Daily News (New York) 
Sunday News (New York) 
New York Post 
The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) 
The Worker 
The New Leader 
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer 
People’s World 
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The Warren Commi ort sit 
described Jchn J. Abt of New ‘York as an 
attorney, and said Abt was not in New York 
when Oswald scught to contact him. The 
Report added: . i 

“Abt has testified that he at no tim had 
any dealings with Oswald and that prior to 
the assassination he had never heard of - 
Lee Harvey Oswald.” 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
(ATTN: CRIME RECORDS) 5/21/68 


SAC, CINCINNATI (62-2758) 


MORT 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Enclosed is a copy of excerpts from a tape 
we received from Mr. SAM JOHNSTON, Vice President and 


General Manager of WKRC-TV, Cincinnati, Ohio (Channel 12). 


This particular tape is of the Twelve Noon 
Show which was broadcast on WKRC-TV at noon, 5/15/68. 


This appears to be a rehash of previous 
criticism by other individuals who have appeared on 
television and have written books relative to this 
matter, 


This is for the Bureau's information in 
case they have not been advised previously of MORT 
SAHL 


This office has made a copy of the tape, 
and we are maintaining it in the files of the 
Cincinnati Office. 


-2/- Bureau (Encl, 1) GY —Cy ) >= 
- Cincinnati f WYlhief  ) 
| NOT RECORDED 
_ ‘199 MAY 31 1968 


—————e  massmanetsag 


G 


Oe 
p | March 28, 1969 


Rae BOY 5) 2a3- /' 


Mr. Albe 
527 Chain 
Appleton, Wisconsin $4811 
Dear Mr. Glassnap: 

I received your letter on March 26th and appre- 
ciate your furnishing this information to me as well as your > 
views. Since your communication may be of interest to 


another governmental agency, I am forwarding a copy of it to 


Zs _— 


the Federal Communications Commission, 1919 M Street, 
Washington, D. C. 20554. 
| Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The individual 
correspondent is referring to was undoubtedly a well-known 


entertainment personality. Sahl, in the past,in an attempt at satire, 

has on various occasions exceeded humorous boundaries in his ridicule 

of the activities of the FBI, other law enforcement agencies and high 
ranking governmental officials. Copy of letter being furnished to Federal 
a Division by form referral same date. 
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Tele. Room... 
Miss Holmes. 


Miss Gandy... _ 


927 Chain Drive 
Appleton Wis. 
March 24, 1969 


J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Last night, while watching the ''Smothers Brothers" 
show on Television a fellow came on between the halves of 
the show and insulted the President of the United States, 

Mr. Nixon and yourself. He openly admitted that he was a 
left winger and said that the country was turning left quite 
‘rapidly. Television has to censor this sort of think or 
illiminate it completely. This is what gives aid and comfort 
to the enemy. In the last month or so Television has gotten 
out of hand and if it can't censor itself it will have to be 
censored by someone with authority. 


Yours truly 
Albert Glassnap 
Albert Glassnap 


927 Chain Drive 
Appleton Wis. 54911 
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REMARKS BY MORT SAHL ON 
SUBJECT: J*SMOTHERS BROTHERS" 
/ TELEVISION SHOW 
a MARCH 23, 1969 
4p CONCERNING FBI AND DIRECTOR 


OQ It has been brought to our attention that on the above program 
_Mort Sahl, who has been described as a political satirist, made some remarks 
concerning the Director and the FBI. We inquired into this and learned that 
Sahl told a series of jokes about the FBI such as one concerning the continued 
rise in the crime rate. He said the crime rate was merely trying to keep up 
with the FBI's budget. He remarked that the Director has been in Washington 
so long he regards the Presidents as transients. 


At the end of his monologue he mentioned that the Director 
was celebrating his 45th anniversary as head of the FBI this spring and 
that in spite of his jokes concerning the Director he felt the Director was 
doing an excellent job. 


Mort Sahl in the past has ridiculed the FBI, law enforcement, 
and high public officials beyond the bounds of good humor. Smothers Brothers 


have been in the public eye for their opposition to the war in Vietn im, Selective 
Service, and their attacks.on the so-called “establishment. "* TompSmothers 


is one of the producers of “Hair,"' a play featuring obscene four etter words, 
mass nudity, and disrespect of the American flag. 4, 4 
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\P OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


October 13, 1969 


The attached article was sent to 
e Director from Pat A Del 
Hien. (9), : 
Pendatemage address on the 
envelope is as follows -- 
‘Sterling Trophies, Inc. , 
7722 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, 
ew Yor > ee 
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> Wake Up, America... 


* ALAN DALE 
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Joey% Bishop or Pawn? 


September 22, 1969! Joey Bisho gain offered us (how many times 
this year?) the contentions of Mort*Sahl. Again, the vitriolic tongue of 
Sahl lashed out against J. oover, the Pentagon, the Vice 


President. Again, his observations 
went unchallenged, unclarified , really “as and what he stood for. 
and unverified. What added to the ‘So if Bishop wishes to make the 
Outrage this time was the Rockwell comparison with Mort 
fpllowing introduction of Sahl by Sahl, he must also make it clear to 
Bishop -- “Each time I’ve had his audience precisely what Mort 
Sahl really is and what he stands 
for, as he would if he were 


Mort on I’ve never afforded him 

the amount of time that he really 
requires...” (Requires to do presenting a George Lincoln 
what, Joey?) | Rockwell! Furthermore, if 
Readers of this column know Rockwell raised his arm in a 
that we have prepared a case strange salute we knew it was the 
against TV which is now ready for Nazi salute. This column has 
consideration by a Congressional inquired about the meaning of 
committee. Our tapes and texts | Sammy Davis’s salute -on the 
(plus those which shall be Bishop Show. Bishop continues to 
present it but he does not explain 
it — so we still don’t know what it 


subpoenaed), will prove that TV is 
promoting demoralization and the 
Left Wing Revolution. Joey 
Bishop would be wise to check | 
out how much time was donated 
to Mort Sahl by TV and by ABC 
and by his own show before 
uttering incredible statements 
such as the following which he 
directed to Sahl as the show 
ended“... I think something is. 
wrong when some people in 
power decide who should or 
should not be allowed a television 
show for his platform. If I 
remember correctly, before he 
died, George Lincoln Rockwell 
had no trouble at all finding 
different shows to go on. And I’m 
sure if they could extend that 
courtesy to him, the least they 
could do is find a platform 
somewhere for you.” 

Was Bishop’s intention to have 
us believe that Sahl has NOT 
“found a platform” in television 
land? We who have the tapes and 
the texts know that Sahl’s tongue 
is one of the most exploited whips 
that ever lashed the back of an 
already bleeding nation. 

Why does Bishop intimate to his 
audience that Mort Sahl and his 
opinions are being suppressed? 
And I question Bishop’s statement 
that the Nazi leader, Rockwell, 
“had no trouble at all finding 
different shows to go on.” I am 
certain that, whenever he did 


Meanwhile, let us try 
determine for ourselves what Mort 
Sahl really is. These are a few of 
the familiar demolition tactics 
issued by Sahl that night. He. 
reminded us that Senator Eugene 
McCarthy’s attempt to “fire” J. 

dgar Hoover was “aborted.” He 
epeated that Hoover was now in 

is forty- fifth year in office. How 
ny times on how many sho 


\did Sahl intimate that Ameri 
‘\has had enough of Mr. Hoover? 
hy? What does Sahl have against 
this great American who _ has 
devoted his life to the service of 
his country? Why doesn’t Bishop 
remind Sahl (on TV) about the 
countless - accomplishments 


those who attack, and denied to 
those who can offer justified 
defense? It would be very simple 


what it was that he disliked about 
the director of the FBI. Instead, 
Sahl is permitted to instill doubt 
and innuendo into the minds of 
young people who may not really 
know the contributions of J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI. But is 
that the plan, perhaps? 
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appear, the host would make it .-c 
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means. See the difference. Joey? 


and | 
contributions of J. Edgar Hoover | 
and of his gallant men of the FBI? | 
Is freedom of speech afforded to | 


for Bishop to ask Sahl precisely 


| 


| 


_ Agnew. Sahl said ‘‘. 
did a great public service in 


| 
| 
| 


ahl started on Spiro 
. . terevisror 


Then _S 


reminding you all that we have a 
vice president. . .” He cryptically 
Suggested that Mr. Agnew had 
somehow provoked the black 
people and had “alienated his 
audience.” The show is over now, 
so we'll never really be able to 
decipher and confirm that 
allegation about Mr. Agnew, but 


_ Sahl had given the black people 


watching something to think 
about in these turbulent times. 


Another typical Mort Sahl 


undermine America — paid for 
by the Bishop Show and The 


‘American Broadcasting Company! 


This show’ also featured 
comedian London Lee, known as 
“The Rich Kid.” When Lee 
jokingly offered Sahl ‘anything 
he wanted”’ Sahl replied “Buy me 
my own country!” In my opinion 
that was the most constructive 
comment ever made by Mort Sahl 
- and the only suggestion he ever 
offered which I believe would 
really benefit this Republic! 


I don’t doubt that Sahl will be 
on again with Bishop as well as 
with other hosts of other shows. 
He will be saying many of the 
same things. As is the curious 
privilege of other demolition 
experts, he will remain virtually 
unchallenged. His contentions will 
remain unclarified and unverified 
and “the other side” will not be 
there to reply. That will be against 
the TV Fairness Doctrine but it 
won’t matter to the networks. A 
TV investigation will determine 
why. You see, there are laws 
involved here — and the penalties 


| 
whiplash which could help to | 


which TV may incur could bring 


back radio! 


WAKE UP, AMERICA !!! Send 
this column to J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 20535 - and 
please continue sending all my 
columns to Cong. John R. Rarick, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 
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Tolson 
DeLoach 
Mohr 
Bishop 
Casper 
Callahan 


COMM-FBI 


October 17, 1969 


Brooklyn, New York. 11209 
Dear Mr. Larkin: 


I have received your letter of October 11th, with 
enclosure, and appreciate your writing as you did. 


Your remarks regarding the FBI mean a great 
deal to me and I hope our future activities will continue to merit 
your support, 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 


LA 4 of 


NOTE: Correspondent could not be identified in Bureau files. . Othe! 
individuals have also forwarded this particular column by Alan} le. 
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Oct. 11, 1969 
61 Oliver St. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11209 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Dear Sir; 


Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter about Joey 
oH 3ishop and that other thing that answer's too Mort Sahl, 
| Lord only know what their real names are. 


First I want to tell you, that you are one of the 
finest men of our great Country, but I can't understand why 
we let these louses like the Bishop's and Sahl's and all 
their type get away with what they are getting away with. I 
know their type even to the highest one in government service 
stick togeather when you try to do something to them but we “) 
in the magarity will stick with you. I am 75 years old and j( 
never in my lifetime have seen and heard such things as to- 
day. They are all cowards and the first one that is made an 
example of the others will go in their rat holes. 


My very best to you and a big salute for all that you 
stand for 


Sincerely 


James S. Larkin 


Waterers ees | werrenenetll 
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* Wake Up, Ameri--... 
ALAN DALE 
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Joey - Bishop or Pawn? 


September 22, 1969! Joey Bishop again offered us (how many times 
this year?) the contentions of Mort Sahl. Again, the vitriolic tongue of 
Sahl lashed out against J. Edgar Hoover, the Pentagon, the Vic 


* 
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President. Again, his observations 
went unchallenged, unclarified, 
and unverified. What added to the 
outrage this time was_ the 
following introduction of Sahl by 
Bishop -- -“‘Each time I’ve .had 
Mort on I’ve never afforded him 
the amount of time that he really | 
requires...” (Requires to do 
what, Joey?) | 

Readers of this column know 
that we have prepared a case 
against TV which is now ready for 
consideration by a Congressional 
committee. Our tapes and texts 
(plus those which shall be 
subpoenaed), will prove that TV is 
promoting demoralization and the 
Left Wing Revolution. Joey 
Bishop would be wise to check | 
out how much time was donated 
to Mort Sahl by TV and by ABC 
and by his own show before 
uttering incredible statements 
such as the following which he 
directed to Sahl as the show 
ended—“.. .[ think something is. 
wrong when some people in 
power decide who should or 
should not be allowed a television 
show for his platform. If I 
remember correctly, before he 
died, George Lincoln Rockwell 
had no trouble at all finding 
different shows to go on. And I’m 
sure if they could extend that 
courtesy to him, the least they 
could do is find a _ platform 
somewhere for you.” 

Was Bishop’s intention to have 
us believe that Sahl has NOT 
“found a platform” in television 
land? We who have the tapes and ' 
the texts know that Sahl’s tongue | 
is one of the most exploited whips 
that ever lashed the back of an 
already bleeding nation. ; 
_Whiy does Bishop intimate to his 
audience that Mort Sahl and his 
opinions are being suppressed? 
And I question Bishop’s statement 
that the Nazi leader, Rockwell, 
“had no trouble at all finding 
different shows to go on.” I am 
certain that, whenever he did 


agpear;—the host would make it 


SES Ra ae 8! Sa ae i 


absolutely clear what_Rockwell - 
really was and what he stood for. Agnew aaa Scleaeclois 
So if Bishop wishes to make the Po Sask poe ie an 
Rockwell comparison with Mort | i 2 : : 

Sahl, he must also make it clear to | speestans ot io ans site pet 
his audience precisely what Mort | SAGE SRECARCRE Ee yP y 
Sahl really is and what he stands 
for, as he would if he were 
presenting a George Lincoln 


Then_.Sahl started on——Snire 


somehow provoked the black 
people and had “alienated his 


; audience.”’ The show is over now, 
Legere : spree : be 24 so we'll never really be able to 
er ee decipher and confirm that 


strange salute we knew it was the 
Nazi salute. This column has 
inquired about the meaning of 
Sammy Davis’s salute -on the 
Bishop Show. Bishop continues to 
present it but he does not explain 
it — so we still don’t know what it 


means. See the difference. Joev? 
Meanwhile, let us try to 


Sahl had given the blag’ 
watching something 
about in these turbu 
Another _ typical 


] ck people | 
whiplash which co a VA 
yee . | 
undermine America — p ‘ 
by the Bishop Show and e 


| 
suggested that Mr. Agnew had | 
| 
| 


allegation about Mr. Agnew, but | 


determine for ourselves what Mort 
Sahl really is. These are a few of 
the familiar demolition tactics | 
issued by Sahl that night. He 
reminded us that Senator Eugene 
McCarthy’s attempt to “fire” A is 
Edgar Hoover was “aborted. He | 
repeated that Hoover was now in | 
is forty- fifth year in office. How 
ny times on how many shows], 


as had enough of Mr. Hoover? 
he What does Sahl have against 
this 


great American who has. 


| 
7 . | 
id Sahl intimate that America) 
devoted his life to the service of | 
his country? Why doesn’t Bishop | 
remind Sahl (on TV) about the | 
countless accomplishments and 
contributions of J. Edgar Hoover 
and of his gallant men of the FBI? 
Is freedom of speech afforded to 
those who attack, and denied to 
those who can offer justified 
defense? It would be very simple 
for Bishop to ask Sahl precisely 
what it was that he disliked about 
the director of the FBI. Instead, 
Sahl is permitted to instill doubt 
and innuendo into the minds of 
young people who may not really 
know the contributions of J. | 
i Edgar Hoover and the FBI. But is | 
“mat tie plan, perhaps? : | 
a Ze 
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Spacx radio! 


‘American Broadcasting Company! | 


This show’ also featured 
comedian London Lee, known as 
“The Rich Kid.” When Lee 
jokingly offered Sahl “anything 
he wanted” Sahl replied ““Buy me 
my own country!” In my opinion 


_ that was the most constructive 


comment ever made by Mort Sahl 


| — and the only suggestion he ever 


offered which I believe would 
really benefit this Republic! 
I don’t doubt that Sahl will be 


on again with Bishop as well as 
with other hosts of other shows. 
He will be saying many of the 
-same things. As is the curious 


of other demolition 
experts, he will remain virtually 
unchallenged. His contentions will 
remain unclarified and unverified 
and “the other side” will not be 
there to reply. That will be against 
the TV Fairness Doctrine but it 
won’t matter to the networks. A 
TV investigation will determine 
why. You. see, there are laws 
involved here — and the penalties 
which TV may incur could bring 
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October 20, 1969 


arc. 92 Mr. AP lowe 


1102 Bay Ridge Parkwa 
Brooklyn, New York 11228 


Dear Mr, Attanasio: 

| On October 16th I received the newspaper clipping 

Mab you forwarded and want to express my appreciation. It was indeed 
thoughtful of you to send it to me, 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bureau files reflect no prior correspondence with Mr. Attanasio 
and no information to preclude sending this letter. Other individuals have 
sent this column to the Bureau. Alan Dale has also sent copies of some of 
his columns and books to the Director which have been briefly answered. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Aiitase STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


October 16, 1969 


The attached clipping was sent to 
the Director from M. Attanasio, 
1102 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, 
New York 11228. 
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* Wake Up, America... 
ALAN DALE 
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September 22, 1969! Joey Bishop again offered us (how many times 
this year?) the contentions of Mort Sahl. Again, the vitriolic tongue of 


Sahl lashed out against J. Edgar Hoover, the Pentagon, the Vice 


President. Again, his observations —— 
went unchallenged, unclarified, 
and unverified. What added to the 
Outrage this time was the 
following introduction of Sahl by 
Bishop -- “Each time I’ve had 
Mort on I’ve never afforded him 
the amount of time that he really | 
requires...” (Requires to do 
what, Joey?) | 
Readers of this column know 
that we havé' prepared a case 
against TV which is now ready for 
consideration by a Congressional 
committee. Our tapes and texts 
(plus those which shall be 
subpoenaed), will prove that TV is 
promoting demoralization and the 
Left Wing Revolution. Joey 
Bishop would be wise to check | 
out how much time was donated 
to Mort Sahl by TV and by ABC | 
and by his own show before 
uttering incredible statements 
such as the following which he 
directed to Sahl as the show 
ended--“.. .1 think something is. | 
wrong when some people in 
power decide who should or 
should not be allowed a television 
show for his platform. If I 
remember correctly, before he 
died, George Lincoln Rockwell 
had no trouble at all finding | 
different shows to go on. And I’m | 
sure if they couid extend that | | 
| 
| 


courtesy to him, the least they | 
could do is find a _ platform | 
somewhere for you.” 
Was Bishop’s intention to have | 
us believe that Sahl has NOT | 
“found a platform” in television | 
land? We who have the tapes and | 
the texts know that Sahl’s tongue ! 
is one of the most exploited whips 
that ever lashed the back of an | 
alreadv bleeding nation ~~ 
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—Why_does Bishop intimate to his | 
audience that Mort Sahl and his 
opinions are being suppressed? 
And I question Bishop’s statement 
that the Nazi leader, Rockwell, 
“had no trouble at all finding 
different shows to go on.” I am 
certain that, whenever he did 
appear, the host would make it 
absolutely clear what Rockwell 
really was and what he stood for. 
So if Bishop wishes to make the | 
Rockwell comparison with Mort 

Sahl, he must also make it clear to 

his audience precisely what Mort 

Sahl really is and what he stands 


for, as he would if he were 
presenting a George Lincoln 
Rockwell! Furthermore, if 


Rockwell raised his arm in a 
strange salute we knew it was the 
Nazi salute. This column has 
inquired about the meaning of 
Sammy Davis’s salute -on the 
Bishop Show. Bishop continues to 
present it but he does not explain 
it — so we still don’t know what it 


means. See the difference. Joey? 
Meanwhile, let us try to 


determine for ourselves what Mort 
Sahl really is. These are a few of 
the familiar demolition tactics 
issued by Sahi that night. He 
reminded us that Senator Eugene 
McCarthy’s attempt to “fire” J. 
Edgar Hoover was “aborted.” He 
repeated that Hoover was now in 
is forty- fifth year in office. How 
ny times on how many shows 


id Sahl intimate that Americas 
has had enough of Mr. Hoover? 
Why? What does Sahl have against 


this great American who has 
devoted his life to the service of 
his country? Why doesn’t Bishop 
remind Sahl (on TV) about the 
countless accomplishments and 
ontributions of J. Edgar Hoove 

and of his gallant men of the FBI? 
Is freedom of speech afforded to 
those who attack, and denied to) 


those can offer austified 
defense? It would be very simple 
for Bisb*~. to ask Sahl precisely 
what it that he disliked about 
the director of the FBI. Instead, 
Sahl is permitted to instill doubt 
and innuendo into the minds of 
young people who may not really 
know the contributions of J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI. But is 
that the plan, perhaps? 

Then Sahl started on Spiro 
Agnew. Sahl said “*. . . television 


_did a great public service in 


reminding you all that we have a 
vice president. . .” He cryptically 
suggested that Mr. Agnew had 
somehow provoked the black 
people and had “alienated his 
audience.” The show is over now, 
so we'll never really be able to 
decipher and confirm that 
allegation about Mr. Agnew, but 
Sahl had given the black people 
watching something to think 
about in these turbulent times. 
Another typical Mort Sahl 
whiplash which could help to 
undermine America — paid for 
by the Bishop Show and The 


‘American Broadcasting Company! 


This show’ also featured 
comedian London Lee, known as 
“The Rich Kid.” When Lee 
jokingly offered Sahl “anything 
he wanted”’ Sahl replied ““Buy me 
my own country!” In my opinion 
that was the most constructive 
comment ever made by Mort Sahl 
- and the only suggestion he ever 
offered which I believe would 
really benefit this Republic! 


I don’t doubt that Sahl will be 


on again with Bishop as well as 


with other hosts of other shows. 
He will be saying many of the 
same things. As is the curious 
privilege of other demolition 
experts, he will remain virtually 
unchallenged. His contentions will 
remain unclarified and unverified 
and “‘the other side” will not be 
there to reply. That will be against 
the TV Fairness Doctrine but it 
won’t matter to the networks. A 
TV investigation will determine 
why. You see, there are laws 
involved here — and the penalties 
which TV may incur could bring 
back radio! 


ce ae 


WAKE UP, AMERICA !!! Send 
this column to J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 20535 — and 
please continue sending all my 
columns to Cong: John R. Rarick, 
House of ” Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. a 


October 23, 1969 
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Miss Elizabeth Gabrick 
. 9016 Third Avenue 
> Brookly m, New Yt York 11209 
; Dear Miss Gabrick: 
Your letter of October 18th, with enclosure, 
has been received, and I appreciate your sending me a copy 
of the clipping you forwarded. 


Enclosed is some material regarding com- 
munism which I hope will be of interest to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


< Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (4) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

What Does the Future Hold? 

Statement on Communism 

Director"scTéstimony 4+17-69 re Communist, Racial & Extremist Groups 
NOTE: Correspondent could not be identified in Bufiles. Other 
individuals have sent this clipping. an ale has also forwarded 
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, iad OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
n) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
¥ 


9016 Third Ave 
Brooklyn, N.Y 11209 
Oct. 18, 1969 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


Thank God for the few 
Americans who will speak out against 
Communism - risking their careers - 
perhaps their lives. The T.V. 
Network, the press of America is 
controlled by the Left. - 


| What can be done about it ? 


Sincerely 


eo 
MR. TOLSON 


MR. DELOACH 


MR. CALLAHAN 


MR. CONRAD 


MR. FELT 
MR. GALE 
MR. ROSEN 


MR. SULLIVAN 


MR. TAVEL 


MR. TROTTER 


MR. JONES 


TELE. ROOM 


MISS HOLMES 


MRS. METCALF - ae 
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(Miss) Elizabeth Gabrick 
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September 22, 1969! Joey Bishop again offered us (how many times: 
this year?) the contentions of Mort Sahl. Again, the vitriolic tongue of 
Sahl lashed out against J. Edgar Hoover, the Pentagon, the Vice 
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President. Again, his observations 
went unchallenged, unclarified, 
and unverified. What added to the 
Outrage this time was the 
fpllowing introduction of Sahl by 
Bishop -- “Each time I’ve had 
Mort on I’ve never afforded him 
the amount of time that he really 
requires...” (Requires to do 
what, Joey?) 

Readers of this column know 
that we have prepared a case 
against TV which is now ready for 
consideration by a Congressional 
committee. Our tapes and texts 
(plus those. which shall be 
subpoenaed), will prove that TV is 
promoting demoralization and the 
Left Wing Revolution. Joey 
Bishop would be wise to check | 
out how much time was donated 
to Mort Sahl by TV and by ABC | 
and by his own show before 
uttering incredible statements 
such as the following which he 
directed to Sahl as the show 
ended--“‘.. .I think something is. 
wrong when some people in 
power decide who should or 
should not be allowed a television 
show for his platform. If J 
remember correctly, before he 
died, George Lincoln Rockwell 
had no trouble at all finding 
different shows to go on. And I’m 
sure if they could extend that 
courtesy to him, the least they 


‘suggested that Mr. 


did Sahl intimate that America 
has had enough of Mr. Hoover? 
Why? What does Sahl have against 


this great American who _ has 
devoted his life to the service of 
his country? Why doesn’t Bishop 
remind Sahl (on TV) about the 
countless 


and of his gallant men of the FBI? 
Is freedom of speech afforded to 
those who attack, and denied to 
those who can offer justified 
defense? It would be very simple 
for Bishop to ask Sahl precisely 
what it was that he disliked about 
the director of the FBI. Instead, 
Sahl is permitted to instill doubt 
and innuendo into the minds of 
young people who may not really 
know the contributions of J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI. But is 
that the plan, perhaps? 

Then Sahl started on Spiro 
Agnew. Sahl said **. . . television 


did a great public service in 


reminding you all that we have a 
vice president. . .” He cryptically 
Agnew had 
somehow provoked the black 
people and had “alienated his 
audience.”’ The show is over now, 
so we'll never really be able to 
decipher and confirm _ that 
allegation about Mr. Agnew, but. 
Sahl had given me a, People 
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up October 22, 1969 
Ah Bat of y 


Retr 9 
~ 
Mrs. Elizabeth MX Rivano 
1332 71st Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11228 
Dear Mrs. Rivano: 
I received your letter of October 16th, with enclo- 
sure, and want to thank you for sending me the newspaper clipping 
you forwarded. It was indeed thoughtful of you to do so. 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 


oz NOTE: Bufiles reflect nothing identifiable regarding Mrs. Rivano. 
© | The Director has received several copies of this clipping before. 
a = Alan Dale has sent the Director other copies of his column and his 
. ° books which have been briefly acknowledged. 
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1332 - 71st Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11228 
Oct. 16, 1969 
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I have written to you before on matters that concern 
and upset me. Enclosed is a local newspaper clipping. At the end 
it suggests that a copy be mailed to you. I urge you to read it,please. 
It states "Wake Up, America"!!! I think we had better, before it is 
to late. 


My God bless you and hold you in the hollow of His 
hand. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Mrs.) Elizabeth M. Rivano 
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x Wake Up, America... 
ALAN DALE 
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Joey - Bishop or Pawn? 


September 22, 1969! Joey Bish again offered us (how many times 
this year?) the contentions of Mott Sahl. Again, the vitriolic tongue of 
Sahl lashed out against J. Edgar Hoover, the Pentagon, the Vice 
President. Again, his observations 
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went unchallenged, unclarified,| gid Sahl intimate that America 
and unverified. What added to the has had enough of Mr. Hoover? 
Outrage this time was _ the Why? What does Sahl have against 


following introduction of Sahl by 
Bishop -- “Each time I’ve had 
Mort on I’ve never afforded him 


this great American who _ has 
devoted his life to the service of 
| his country? Why doesn’t Bishop 
the amount of time that he really | remind Sahl (on TV) about the 
requires...” (Requires to doj| countless accomplishments and | 
what, Joey?) ' contributions of J. Edgar Hoover | 

Readers of this column know | and of his gallant men of the FBI? 


that we have prepared a case 
against TV which is now ready for 
consideration by a Congressional 


Is freedom of speech afforded to | 
those who attack, and denied to | 
those who can offer 


justified 
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October 30, 1969 
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. Mrs. Nancy Minardi 
6 Parrott Place 
‘Brooklyn, New York 11228 
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Dear Mrs. Minardi: 

I received your letter and the column written by 
Alan Dale on October 27th. It was kind of you to send it to me 
and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: We have had prior correspondence with Mrs. Minardi, last 
outgoing 3-13-69 when we advised her of the confidential nature of our 
files in reply to her inquiry about two individuals. We have nothing 
derogatory concerning her in our files. A copy of the enclosed column 
was previously forwarded to us by Alan Dale, its author. Dale has 
commented in his columns about remarks made by entertainment figures 
on television which he regards as un-American. He is especially critical 
of Mort Sahl and the Smothers Brothers, who are well known to the Bureau, 
and calls for a Congressional investigation of the television networks. We 
wrote to him on 10-15-69 advising him that television programing does not 
relate to a matter within the jurisdiction of the FBI. We have had rie 4 
correspondence with G. E. Griffin, the author of 'The Fearful Master 
He is a member of. the John Birch Society and a coordinator of that vin a 
in California. We have 2p, citizen inquiries concerning his book. 
Rosen 
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\)o0-6 OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Mrs Nancy Minardi 
6 Parrott Place 
Bklyn, N. Y. 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Invest. 
Washington, D.C. 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Enclosed is one of the many 


‘columns Alan Dale has written in 
reference to Character assination 


by T. V. and I for one agree that an 
investigation of theT. V. Networks is 


in order. 
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Nancy Minardi 
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Mr. Tolson___— 
Mr. DeLcach__ 
Mr. Walters____ 
Mr. Mohr. 
Mr. Bishop _ 
Mr. Casper. 


Miss Gandy 
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Wanxe-Up, America... 
“41LAN DALE 
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Joey - Bishop or Pawn? 


September 22, 1969! Joey Bisho again offered us (how many times 
this year?) the contentions of Mort Sahl. Again, the vitriolic tongue of 
Sahl lashed out against J. Edgar Hoover, the Pentagon, the Vice 
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President. Again, his observations 


went unchallenged, unclarified,| gig Sahl intimate that America 
and unverified. What added to the has had enough of Mr. Hoover? 
Outrage this time was the Why? What does Sahl have against 


following introduction of Sahil by 
Bishop -- “Each time I’ve had 
Mort on I’ve never afforded him 
the amount of time that he really | 
requires...” (Requires to do 
what, Joey?) 

Readers of this column know 
that we have prepared a case 
against TV which is now ready for 
consideration by a Congressional 
committee. Our tapes and texts 
(plus those which shall be 
subpoenaed), will prove that TV is 
promoting demoralization and the 
Left Wing Revolution. Joey 
Bishop would be wise to check 
out how much time was donated 
to Mort Sahl by TV and by ABC 
and by his own show before 
uttering incredible statements 
such as the following which he 
directed to Sahl as the show 
ended--“.. I think something is. 
wrong when some people in 
power decide who should or 
should not be allowed a television 
show for his platform. If J 
remember correctly, before he 
died, George Lincoln Rockwell 
had no trouble at all finding 
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this great American who has 
devoted his life to the service of 
his country? Why doesn’t Bishop 


remind Sahl (on TV) about the 


countless accomplishments 


and | 
| contributions of J. Edgar Hoover 


and of his gallant men of the FBI? 


Is freedom of speech afforded to 


those who attack, and denied to | 
those who can offer justified | 
defense? It would be very simple | 


for Bishop to ask Sahl precisely 
what it was that he disliked about 
the director of the FBI. Instead, 
Sahl is permitted to instill doubt 
and innuendo into the minds of 
young people who may not really 
know the contributions of J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI. But is 
that the plan, perhaps? 

Then Sahl started on Spiro 
Agnew. Sahl said ‘“*. . . television 
did a great public service in 
reminding you all that we have a 
vice president. . .” He cryptically 
Suggested that Mr. Agnew had 
somehow provoked the black 
people and had “alienated his 
audience.”’ The show is over now, 
so we'll never really be able to 
decipher and confirm that 
allegation about Mr. Agnew, but 
Sah] had given the black people 
watching something to think 
about in these turbulent times. 
Another typical Mort Sahl 
whiplash which could help to 
undermine America — paid for 
by the Bishop Show and The 
American Broadcasting Company! 

This show also featured 
comedian London Lee, known as 
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